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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Icome quickly: hold on mas 
which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.—Rev. 3: 


1. July 5.—The Laborers in the Vineyard... .. . Matt. 20: 1-16 
2. July 12.—Greatness through Service... .... Mark 10 : 32-45 
e 3. July 19.—-Blind Bartimeus .......... . Mark 10: 46-52 
re July 26.—The Pounds and the ‘Talents. .... . Luke 19 : 11-27 
5. August 2.—The Triumphal Entrv . Mark 11 : 1-15 
6. August 9.—The Barren Fig ‘l'ree and the Defiled 
Temple (Temperance To ee Mark 11 : 12-33 
7. August 16.—The Wicked Husbandmen. . . . . . Matt. 21 : 33-46 
8. August 23.—The Wedding Feast ......... Matt. 22 : 1-14 
9g. August 30.—A Day of Questions ........ Matt. <2 : 15-22 
10. September 6.—The Great Commandments . Mark 12 : 28-44 
11. September 13.—The Ten Virgins. ..... Matt. 25 : 1-13 
12. September 20.—The Judgment of the Nations . . Matt. 25 : 31-46 


13. September 27.—Review : Jesus the Judge of Men 





Something really wanted by a large number of per- 
sons must be back of good advertising. When you 
see «in advertisement again and again in a paper that 
reaches substantial people, you may reasonably infer 
that your. kind of people are finding something of 
interest to them in the goods thus advertised. There- 
fore you.are doing wisely when you make it your 
practise to inquire or to buy of concerns with which 
you have become familiar through this paper’s ad- 
vertising columns. 











The Hero 
By Willis Boyd Allen . 


MONG a.-race barbaric, far removed 
Beyond the distant hills of Daghestan, 

There runs an ancient adage: ‘* Who is proved 

A hero in the stress of life? That man 
Who, hard pressed, still endures a moment longer!” 
O God of battles, make my yurpose stronger, 

My heart more earnest, consecrated, pure ; 

He'p me, when sore beset, still to endure! 








Listening to the Bible 

A good many Christian people are tired of the 
Bible. It is startling to think this, and tosay it. Yet 
many a Christian in entire honesty has to admit it. 
Most of us have had the experience at least as a tem- 
porary one. We believe in the Bible; we know that 
it is the most wonderful book in the world; but per- 
haps it does not hold us with the same spontaneous 
freshness and interest that we find some other books 
have for us. What is the trouble? At the close of a 
recent summer conference many were testifying to 
their new vision and appropriation of Christ as their 
life. Some had found that the Bible had thereby 
become a new book to them, and the leader made a 
striking suggestion. We had unconsciously thought, 
he said, of the Bible as a music-box, which could play 
a certsin number of tunes ; we would wind it up ‘and 
listen to those old familiar tunes, —and we had gotten 


tired of them. But now we are finding that the Bible 
is not a music-box, but a telephone, and that our 
Lord Jesus Christ is at the other end of the telephone. 
Realizing that it is he that is there speaking to us, we 
find its message, #zs message, always new. Have 
you exchanged your music-box for a telephone ? 
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Excuses Then 

There has never been any excuse for an excuse 
since the world began. An excuse, in its common 
meaning, is an attempt to justify that which cannot 
be justified. It is a popular practise among most of 
us. We do not realize what a deadly work excuse- 
making carries on, for every tolerated excuse makes 
another one a little easier. Yet the time is coming 
when, though sadly in need of some excuse, it will 
not occur to people to offer any. That time is the 
time of judgment before God. Some one has madea 
searching comment on the words ‘‘and he was 
speechless,’’ which describe the man who was asked 
at the marriage feast why he did not have on a wed- 
ding garment: ‘‘A thousand excuses now, not one 
then.'’ But if excuses will then be seen by all of us 
to be futile and meaningless, why not take them at 
their face value—or rather worthlessness—now ? 


- 
Arriving by Stopping 


When we try to put more faith in Christ, by that 
very effort we are putting less faith in him. For faith 
means ceasing to try. Only when we come to an end 
of our trying can we really commence to trust. If, 
having surrendered unconditionally to the mastery of 
Christ, we yet find that we are not living the victorious 
life, we need to recognize that victory will come not 


Our Partial 


W* KNOW any subject only in part. ‘Take as- 
tronomy, for instance. We have learned a 
little about the sun and planets and moons 
and comets of our solar system. We can tell their 
distances, their sizes, their weight, their movements. 
But what we know is a very smail part of what we feel 
that there is to be known even about this little solar 
system. And astronomers tell us that this is but one 
of possibly millions of solar systems. If our sun and 
planets were blotted out, it would be no more than if 
all the forests of the earth were in one great forest, 
and we were to pluck off one leaf from the countless 
millions of leaves. 


** Lo, these are but the outskirts of his ways ; 
And how small a whisper do we hear of him!”’ 


All that we know of the wonderful works of God is 
but the mere edge or fringe, the outskirts of iis real 
operations, What we hear of God, in the voices 
which speak to us, is but as a faint whisper that 
reaches us from the great thunder of his majesty and 
power. ‘* We know in part.”’ 

The same is true of all knowledge. 
nothing here perfectly. We know our dearest, closest 
friend only in part. There is in every human bosom 
a whole world that God alone knows—a worid of 
thoughts, feelings, imaginations, hopes, dreams. It is 
really the mere outskirts of a person’s life that we 
know. The revealings he makes to us of himself, 
his feelings, his inner life, are but the whisperings of 
what goes on in the depths of his being. 

The same is true of our knowledge of God. Here 
it is true in a sense far beyond that of our knowledge 
of other things. For God is infinite, unsearchable, 
past finding out. 


We know 


by our doing more, but by our doing less, We are 
often deceived into thinking that when we do some- 
thing that we have not yet done, something that per- 
haps we are struggling to discover and accomplish, 
then we shall have victory. But Christ will give us 
the victorious life, —that is, he will be free to live that 
life in us,—not when we do something that we are 
not now doing to help him, but when we cease to do 
something that we are now doing. And that some- 
thing that we must cease is ¢rying. ‘This is the 
victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith’’ ; 
and faith is not trying, but trusting. After we have 
surrendered to Christ, the living of the victorious life 
of God in us is wholly his responsibility ; and he 
meets that responsibility in us the moment we stop 
hindering him by trying to help him, There is noth- 
ing for us to do but just to let him do it all, 


— 
In Training for—What ? 


Satan always rejoices in the increased education 
of those who are outside of Christ. For the training 
of the mind does not help people to be good, but it 
does make them increasingly efficient in wrong-doing. 
J. Campbell White has called attention to the fact 
that it was a Columbia University student who was 
the leader of the movement for the reinstatement of 
Confucianism in China,—a striking illustration of the 
fact that the mere civilization of a Christian land does 
not, without Christ, help to lift up a non-Christian 
land. But the moment Christ is one’s life, then the 
more education one has the more efficiently can he 
be used in the service of his Lord. The very weapons 
that had been used by Satan can then be turned 
against Satan. Education does not give us the power 
to do right ; but the twice-born man whose mind is 
the mind of Christ can mightily use education, 
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Knowledge 


We can get little gleams of God's character in his 
works, The vast universe speaks of his power and 
greatness, The perfection and order of all things 
tell of his wisdom. The goodness that we see every- 
where tells of his beneficence. The flowers whisper 
of his gentleness. But it is only when we open the 
Bible that we begin really to learn the great truths 
about God—his attributes, his feelings and thoughts 
toward men. Wonderful are the revealings of iod’s 
mercy and love, his truth and faithfulness, his justice 
and righteousness, which we find in the Scriptures, 
We stand at last before the cross, and there in one 
stupendous picture we see the most glorious unveiling 
of the very heart of God, We turn the pages of the 
Gospels, and in the sweet, sinless, gentle, compas- 
sionate life of Jesus Christ we see wonderful reveal- 
ings of the Jove and grace of God. ‘‘He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father,’’ said Jesus. Yet, 
with all that we know of God and can know of him, 
and can learn even from the Bible and from the life 
and the cross of Jesus, it is but little, merest outskirts 
of his ways, the whispers of his life, the merest begin- 
nings of knowledge of him. ‘* We know in part."’ 

The Bible is a small book. No other book has 
ever been studied as the Bible has been. The finest 
scholarship of the world has been engaged tor gener- 
ations in searching into its meanings. Yet it is even 
now a vast mine, with countless treasures yet unfound. 
We may read it daily for years, and find in it thou- 
sands of precious things—lessons, promises, hopes, 
assurances, revealings of future things ; but at the 
last we can only say: ‘I know in part. I know a 
little about this precious Book. I have gathered a 
few gems out of this great wile, deep sea."’ 

Men have different opinions of the truth revealed 
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in the Bible. Different denominations have different 
creeds and beliefs. ‘* Why cannot men see the same 
things in the Bible?"’ people sometimes ask. The 
reason is that one man sees a little fragment of the 
truth, and another sees a different fragment, and a 
third still another fragment. ‘Three artists may go to 
paint a wonderful scene in nature—Yosemite Valley, 
for instance. ‘They will come back with three differ- 
ent pictures, all beautiful, but with scarce a resem- 
blance, perhaps. Why is it? They painted the 
wonderful valley from different outlooks—one looking 
to the east, another to the west, another to the south, 
Yet they are all true pictures, perhaps equally true. 
Each is only a fragment, and not even all of them 
give you a view of the whole wondrous valley. 

So three men study the same chapters in the Bible, 
and each formulates his doctrines, ‘The beliefs they 
adopt differ. They all take the truth from the chap- 
ters, only it is in each case merely a fragment of the 
whole. Many of the denominations in the Christian 
Church give each to the world one view of the great 
truth of God as revealed in his Word, Let us not 
quarrel, therefore, over our creeds, No one church 
has all the truth, Let us learn from each other. Let 
one man tell you what he finds in the Bible, and an- 
other tell you what he found in it. Each of us knows 
in part, but only in part. 

The same is true again in Christian experience. 
We know something of the love of God, as we have 
this love shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit. But we know only in part, and it is but a 
very little part that we can know in this world. We 
have sweet experience of the peace of Christ as we 
lay our sin and our care upon him, and nestle in his 
bosom amid earth's storms. We learn to rejoice as 
Christians in the Lord, and to sing, even in the dark- 
ness, ‘‘songs in the night.’’ But in each of these 
experiences it is but a little of the full meaning of 
Christ's peace and joy that we know, All such ex- 
perience is progressive. We do not get the whole of 
the blessing the hour we accept Christ. We have a 
peace and a joy then, but not the whole rich peace 
and joy we shall know when we have lived with 
Christ for years, 

‘There are lessons the young Christian cannot yet be 
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taught. Only experience can prepare him to receive 
them. We cannot see the stars till night comes : we 
have to wait through all the long sunny day for the 
darkness to gather before our eyes can behold them 
in all their splendor. There are experiences, reveal- 
ings of God, which you never can have till the night 
of sorrow comes. Old age teaches many things that 
youth cannot know. As children we are taught the 
‘Twenty-third Psalm and can say its words glibly ; but 
it is only after experiences of sorrow, danger and trial 
that we can say it and know its meaning. It takes 
years and years to learn to say the Lord's Prayer, 
breathing one’s very soul into its petitions beside the 
coffin, or after a sore wrong: ‘‘ Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.’’ ‘Forgive us our tres- 
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us.”’ 

So we go on learning our lessons better, knowing 
more and more of the meanings of the holy words of 
the Christian faith, But still and always here we 
know in part, we see through a glass, in a mirror, 
darkly, dimly. But by and by we shall know even as 
also we are known, It will not always be only a 
fragment of the truth that we shall see, not always 
only a glimpse of God's glory that we shall have. 

The message of partial knowledge may seem like a 
discouraging one, but it is just the reverse. If the 
wonders of this world and the wonders of God’s love 
that we can see here are only partial, what infinite 
eomfort and strength there is in realizing that there is 
a measureless amount ahead! Moreover, some day 
we are going to see the whole for ourselves. We are 
going to know God as he now knows us, —‘‘ know fully 
even as also I was fully known.’’ What a challenge 
and an incentive this is to go on ever learning, ever 
laying hold of more, knowing all the time that there 
are limitless oceans beyond all that we have ever laid 
hold of, and that it is God's purpose to bring us into 
the vision and the receiving of all his riches. 

Let us foliow on, then, to know the Lord. It is 
only in Christ that we can know him at all. Out of 
Christ there is no revelation of love, no future, no 
hope, no blessed experience of rest and peace. But 
Christ is light, and, even though we can know only in 
part in this life, all who follow him shall walk, not in 
darkness, but in the light. 





How Are We “ Led of the Spirit” ? 


It is one thing to want to do God's will; it is 


another thing to know what God's will is. Yet God, 
in the Holy Spirit, is with us and within us for the 
express purpose of making known to us the will of 
Ged. How, then, may we be sure that we know the 
will of God?) There are few more practical questions 
in everyday life that confront the surrendered Chris- 
tian than this. A Maine reader's questions are the 
questions of many : 

What does Paul mean by being '' }-d by the Spirit of God"’ ? 
} have read of and experienced in my own life an impression 
of the Spirit to do acertain thing. ‘That is, the thought has 
been in my mind to speak to a person and the Spirit has come 
over me lke a force from the outside. Should we invariably 
and at once act under such an impression ? Should we never 
attempt personal work without this special leading ? 

Some one has said we are guided in a fourfold way : First, 
precepts of Scripture ; second, common sense ; third, provi- 
dential circumstances ; fourth, direct guidance of the Spirit. 
And these must all point the same way. 

Is not the Holy Spirit all-wise, and his leading to be fol- 
lowed without question? Does he not l:ad us in wavs seem- 
ingly foolish to man's mind? Must we get out and hustle for 
sol, as a salesman gets out and husties, or must we speak 
only when specially led ? 


We need never do anything except when led of God 
to do it. Every such leading is the leading of the 
Spirit. But the leadings of the Spirit come in differ- 
ent ways, and it is that which we must remember as 
we seek to do only and always his will. 

Let us be very clear on one point, and that is this: 
by no means is it true that every urgent prompting 
from within is a leading of the Spirit. God's leading 
indeed is to be followed without question ; but we 
must often question whether a prompting or an im- 
pression is God's leading at all. Our own human 

- Nature can apparently give us such promptings. Satan 
can give us such promptings. The fact that they are 
promptings in a good direction does not necessarily 
mean that they are from God. ‘* Even Satan fashion- 
eth himself into an angel of light,"’ and he can prompt 
us to do even good things which are not God's will 
forus. Then as we-sio these things, supposing that they 
are the Spirit's prompting, the hoped-for good results 





do not follow, we are confused over the whole question 
of God's will, and Satan has his opportunity to bring 
doubt and distrust into our hearts. An earnest Chris- 
tian felt a strong prompting to go to a certain house 
in a certain street, where he had never been, ring the 
bell, and talk with whomever he might find there upon 
the subject of salvation, Believing that this was the 
Spirit's leading, he went, rang the doorbell, and found 
that the house had no tenant. Did God lead him to 
do that thing? Plainly not. And he was in real 
peril, after that experience, of being thrown into such 
confusion of mind and uncertainty of spirit as to be 
an easy prey to failure and defeat in his life. 

So the four factors mentioned by the Maine reader 
in connection with God's guidance are of the greatest 
importance : Scripture, common sense, circumstances, 
and that direct intimation of the Spirit which is ex- 
pressed inan inner prompting. Oftentimes, probably 
more often than not, God would have us act without 
any strong inner urging or impulse. When, having 
prayed about a matter, all that we can take into 
account seems to point to a given course of action as 
the right course, then we are pretty safe in believing 
that God’s will has been made known tous. There are 
times when, after much prayer and earnest considera- 
tion of Scripture and of all the circumstances, we 
must act, yet we lack any strong conviction of God's 
will ‘Then it is plainly our duty to do what seems to 
be best, and trust God that he is caring for us even 
then, without any inner prompting, and that he will 
not let us go seriously astray. 

There are, to be sure, occasions when God, by an 
overwhelming inner conviction given to us by the 
Holy Spirit, asks us to do that which is contrary to 
mere reasoning. Such a leading, if it zs of God, is to 
be obeyed. But let us remember that such experi- 
ences are quite exceptional. God is a reasonabie 
God, and he evidently wishes his children, as a rule, 
to ascertain his will by the use of the faculties and the 
circumstances that he has brought into their life, It 
is a dangerous and unhealthy thing to get into the way 
of laying chief stress upon inner promptings as our 
chief or sole guide in knowing. God’s will. Satan, as 
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has been shown, can take advantage of that attitude 
on our part. 

‘Hustling’’ for souls as a salesman hustles for 
businéss suggests rather too much human! planning 
and strength, and too little dependence upon God's 
direction and power. Yet we ought to give soul- 
winning, as opportunity offers, at least as prominent 
a place in our life as a salesman gives to his busiress 
interests. Prayerfully committing the matter to God, 
we should hold ourselves in sensitive readiness to use 
every opportunity that God would have us use. Here, 
as in all else, we are not necessarily to refrain from 
speaking to another about Christ unless we have ‘‘an 
inner impulse’’ to do so; but we may ask the Lord in 
a moment of silent prayer whether he would have us 
speak to this or that person about Christ, and, if we 
believe he would, then claim his’ supernatural bless- 
ing upon the words spoken, 


a? 
What About Expletives? 


How many expletives are uttered in a single day 
in an average cityful of people in a Christian land? 
Or how many expletives are uttered in a day by the 
members of one average-sized church? Perhaps the 
figures would surprise us. Are expletives a harmless 
sort of safety valve, and rather necessary for human 
nature, even among Christians? A reader of the 
Times asks about one expletive that is not commonly 
used by a good many folks, though it is also com- 
monly used by a still larger number. Here is the 
question ; 

Do you not think I am right in insisting that to '‘'damn"' a 
thing is wicked in the sight of God? A young man does not 
agree with me, saying it is only wrong when God's name is 
used in connection with it; that he can ‘‘damn"’ a thing, 
or ‘condemn a thing. and not feel that he has taken the 
Lord's name in vain, What are your views on the subject? 

There is little doubt about the original meaning of 
the word ‘‘damn’’ as an expletive. It As a curse 
that condemns to eternal punishment the one who is 
cursed. Of course ‘‘things’’ cannot really be so 
condemned ; but that fact does not change the origin 
and spirit of the curse. As only God can condemn 
to eternal punishment, so the use of the word ‘¢damn"’ 
necessarily involves reference to God, even though his 
name is not uttered. We must frankly face these facts, 
if we want to use ‘‘ cuss words,"’ or curses, in our talk. 

We should probably be surprised, and a good deal 

shocked, to find how many of the commonly used and 
seemingly entirely harmless expletives with which we 
are all familiar had their origin in the use of some 
name of God, or some reference to God. So if we 
want to be careful about avoiding any approach to 
profanity, we shall have to treat many or most exple- 
tives with severe suspicion. 
' But there is another side to the use of expletives 
that we may not have realized. Why is an expletive 
used, even the most ‘‘harmless’’? It is as an ex- 
pression of our feelings,—and of feelings that have 
gotten away from us. In other words, an expletive is 
just an announcement or advertisement of the fact 
that for an instant or longer we have lost our self- 
control, And under what circumstances is it neces- 
sary for a Christian to lose his self-control, even for a 
fraction of a second? If we admit that it is ever 
necessary, we admit that the power of Christ to keep 
self always under control is not entirely sufficient, 
«*The fruit of the Spirit... is self-control ; against 
such there is no law.’’ But there is a law against the 
loss of self-control. God forbids it; and Christ 
fulfils the requirement of the law in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

An expletive may have seemed a very harmless 
thing ; but it may mean bondage to that from which 
the Son came to set us free. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR God and Father, our Saviour and Friend: Stretch 
out thine hand to help us who walk in the shades of 
ignorance. ‘Thou knowest all, and we know so little ! 

Impart to us all of thyself that our nature can contain and use. 
What we cannot know, or fathom, give us grace to leave to 
thee, and not worry about it. Keep us from distracting our 
souls over problems bevond our powers. Make us sensible 
that we are complete in thee, not in our own fragmentary life. 
Father, enlarge our hearts! Grantusvision. Endow us with 
thine own perspective, and thine own exhaustless patience. 
Make us so rich in thyself that in dealing with others we can 
afford to be bountiful, like thyself. Let sweet humility be- 
come our sanctuary. Take away our arrogance, our sense of 
self-importance, our unlovely self-conceit. Make us forbear- 
ing and gentle with others’ frailties, and appreciative of others’ 
values. Extract the thorns from our lives. Give us the vel- 
vet touch. ... We want to serve, but are not fit. Our self-ab- 
sorption makes us so stupid! Sharpen owr wits in devoted 
loyalty to thee and love for all. Bring us into the high jov of 
entering others’ lives on every side with health and healing. 
Make people our chief interest—and our deep concern. 


’ 





LESSON FOR SEPT. 13 (Matt. 25 : r-13) 
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| Making Unsaved Men Face “the Fact of Christ” | 


Evangelism stories from real life that show how the Spirit may use a few words or no words at all 


in convicting men of Christ 
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Ten Minutes with a Corrupt Mayor 


YOUNG pastor had just taken charge of a church 

in a city of twenty-five thousand population. 

He was eager for work, but he was amazed when 

some of the leaders in the church told him they felt 

it was his duty to attack the city government in his 
sermons or otherwise. 

‘« The Mayor is a disgrace to the city, his depart- 
ment chiefs are like himself, and the members of the 
council are followers in evil. The city is famous for 
the corruption in high places. You must do some- 
thing.’’ 

However, the young pastor declined to move until 
he became better acquainted with the situaticn. He 
wished to make no mistake, so he waited with open 
eyes. 

The time came when he felt he must act. But he 
did not preach a sermon directed at the Mayor and 
his associates, nor did he rush into print. After 
prayer for guidance, he called the Mayor on the tele- 
phone, and asked for an appointment. 

‘¢] want ten minutes of your time,’’ he said. 

Next morning the minister was shown into the 
office of the Mayor, who looked him over with some 
curiosity. Evidently he wondered what could be the 
errand of his visitor. 

«* Pardon ine if I look at my watch,’’ the minister 
said. ‘*I must keep my promise to leave the office 
in ten minutes.’’ 

Then after a few moments of general conversation, 
he stated his errand : ‘‘I want to congratulate you on 
the honor and responsibility that were laid on you 
when you were chosen Mayor of this city. But I 
want to tell you that there is a greater honor waiting 
for you,—something far: bigger than the office of 
Mayor of a city like this.’’ 

The heart of the Mayor bounded. He thought of 
possible political preferment; he had dreamed of 
this. Could this stranger be the emissary of some 
powerful politician ? 

Curiously he listened to the next words of the vis- 
itor: ‘* You ought to bea servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

In astonishment the official replied : «* No one ever 
spoke to me like this before.’’ 

The pastor-rose, looked at his watch, and held out 
his hand. «I must go,’ he said ; ‘‘time is up.’’ 

Next day there was a call at the minister's tele- 
phone ; the Mayor asked for him.’ ‘*Won’t you 
come and talk to’'me?’’ he asked, his voice giving 
evidence of his agitation. ‘‘I have thought of what 
you said to me ever since you left. I must see you!"’ 

Two weeks later the Mayor united with the church 
of which the minister was pastor. But the work did 
not stop there. The chief of police, the head of the 
fire department, and five aldermen confessed Clirist, 
and became church-members, 

Then the government of the city was cleaned up. 
The work the officers of his new charge had demanded 
of the young minister had been done, but not in the 
way they had planned.—/John T: Faris, D.D., Phitl- 
adelphia. 


a 
¢ 


Blind Ben’s Infidel Friend 


OM and Ben worked side by side in the soap 
factory. Tom was an infidel. Without even 
the restraint of an intellectual faith, he seemed 

to have opened his life to the sway of evil passions 
and gone down to the depths of degradation. He 
was so profane that even those who themselves in- 
dulged in the habit of swearing rebuked Tom, be- 
cause his language was so much worse than their own. 
He drank so desperately and had dropped so low in 
his ability to provide and care for his family that his 
wife felt she could no longer endure the hardship and 
shame of living with him, and at last took the chil- 
dren and went to her father’s house. 

Tom was also such a slave to the tobacco habit that 
even when he retired at night it was with the weed in 
his mouth, and if he wakened before day, he lighted 
his pipe and lay in his bed smoking. 

Ben, his companion in the factory, while stirring 
a kettle of boiling potash entirely lost his eyesight by. 
an explosion. 


The blind man had heard of some remarkable con- 
versions that had occurred in the town, and in the 
weariness and helplessness of his enforced idleness, 
he asked Tom to lead him to the place of meeting and 
attend the service with him. ; 

Tom had not seen the inside of a church for twenty 
years, nor attended any religious service. While he 
insisted that all professed Christians were hypocrites, 
he would not refuse the request of his blind friend. 

Ben very soon became a Christian, and again and 
again testified that it was worth more than the loss of 
his eyesight and all that he had suffered, to have 
found Jesus, and to have been able to listen to the 
wonderful story of Christ's love, and the testimonies 
of those saved men and women. The first evening 
that the two nen came to the service Mr. E——, the 
preacher, found an opportunity for a personal word 
with Tom, and asked him if he did not wish to bea 
Christian, 

The poor drunkard said he had no such desire. 
When asked if he felt that he was a sinner, he replied 
that he did not. 

Mr. E then said, ‘*If the Holy Spirit shows you 
that you are a sinner, are you willing to promise me 
this much—that you will not resist such an impression 
from the Spirit, without candidly considering it, even 
though it lead you to your knees, seeking God's for- 
giveness ?"’ 

After a minute's reflection, he replied, ‘‘ Yes, I am 
willing to promise that.’’ 

He was naturally an honest-minded sort of person, 
and in spite of his debasement was still enough of a 
man at least to mean to keep a promise if he made 
one. So it came to pass that when he appeared again, 
the very next evening, and was asked if he still felt 
that he was all right, he very deliberately replied, 
**No, God has shown me that I am a sinner.”’ 

And when Tom saw himself, and his uncleanness 
in God's sight, he was ready to kneel with others be- 
side him while earnest petitions to God were offered 
for his saivation. He was then asked to pray for him- 
self, but answered, ‘‘I do not know how.’’ 

We repeated the prayer of the publican. It seemed 
at once to meet his need, and he uttered the words, 
‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’’ 

One kneeling near him said, ‘‘ We have to offer the 
prayer, ‘for Jesus Christ's sake.’’’ Then right there 
on his knees he exclaimed, ‘‘I don’t believe there 
ever was a Jesus Christ.’’ 

The one at his side said with solemn earnestness, 
‘*You cannot be saved until you do, for the Bible 
says, ‘Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.’ ’’ 

There was silence in the room for several minutes, 
though from Christian hearts earnest prayer was 
ascending to the Father of mercies, and then the 
words burst from Tom's lips, ‘*God be merciful to me 
a sinner, for Jesus Christ's sake.’’ 

As he arose from his knees we saw in his face that 
he was a new man in Christ Jesus, though he did not 
himself realize it immediately. However his first 
testimony, given the next evening in tones of joyful 
triumph, was in these words, ‘‘I begin to feel like the 
child of a King.”’ 

From the hour that he called on God to be merciful 
to him for Jesus Christ's sake, to the present (fifteen 
years or more), his whole life has been utterly trans- 
formed. He has never from that hour touched liquor 
or tobacco ; nor has he had the slightest craving for 
liquor ; but the desire for tobacco continued to be so 
intense that it cost him a fearful struggle. 

For three days by the force of his w ll power he re- 
sisted the appetite, not because he fel it to be sinful, 
but because he believed we regarded it as a filthy 
habit, and for our sakes he did not wish to have cling- 
ing to him what he was sure would be to us a most 
disagreeable odor. At the end of the three days he 
was in desperate straits. He could keep himself no 
longer, so he went to the Lord in his trouble. In his 
great distress he cried out, ‘*Oh, Lord, if it is a sin 
for-me to use tobacco, take away the appetite, for I 
cannot keep myself. I must have help. I do not see 
the light, as to whether it is wrong or not, but if it is, 
take this awful desire away forever."’ 

He has: never from that moment had the slightest 





desire for tobacco in any form, even when men in the 
factory were smoking on every side. 

No more consistent, faithful, dependable Christian 
can be found in the large church of which he has for 
these years been a member. In his old sinful life 
he felt it was clear gain if he could get in a day's 
work on Sunday. Now he is as strict a Sabbath- 
keeper as an old-time Puritan, refusing to shave or 
black his boots on Sunday, and the reunited family 
were encouraged to provide the’ simplest sort of a 
dinner on the rest day, which is to Tom the most 
joyous day of all the week, as, arrayed in his best, 
with his neatly dressed children walking beside him, 
he goes to the house of God. 

This example has had a powerful influence for good 
over the men with whom he works, and over whom 
he is now foreman. Those of his companions who 
claimed to have no faith in Christianity have often 
said, ‘*Tom is the real thing—a Christian all 
through,’’— Mrs. James H. Earle, Pomona, Calif. 


% 
A New Idea at Eighty-two 


MAN died recently in Illinois at the age of 
eighty-two years. He had taught school in the 
community where Andrew Carnegie lived when 

he began to accumulate his great fortune. He and 
his widow, who survives him, were teachers in some 
of the first free schools in southern Illinois. He was 
also a pioneer in the cultivating and shipping of 
strawberries. He possessed all of his faculties, and 
stood six feet tall, straight and stately until two days 
before his death. 

All this may seem commonplace, but his last public 
act is an illustration of the far-reaching force of uncon- 
scious influence. For he appeared with his aged 
wife at the autumn communion service in 1912, and 
united with the church. 

One Monday morning in the fall of 1860, this young 
farmer-schoolmaster entered a ‘log schoolhouse pre- 
paratory to his work for the winter. The building 
had been used during the summer months for a 
neighborhood Sunday-school. Among other things 
that he found in the cleaning up process was a little 
book bearing the mark on the outside cover, ‘‘ Five 
Dollar Library.’’ Thinking it was some story for 
children, he gave it no thought, but when he reached 
home in the evening after school he took it from his 
pocket and placed it with the few other books he 
possessed, 

For some reason he never read the book until the 
autumn of 1912. Fifty years had passed. An aged 
man, he was looking through his books and papers, 
when his eye rested upon the little book that he had 
found so long ago. Memory at once became active. 
He recalled theincident, thought of thecitizens around 
him, prominent farmers and business men of middle 
age, who were his pupils in that early day. As he 
opened the book and read the title, ‘*A Summary of 
the Principal Evidences for the Truth and Divine 
Origin of the Christian Religion,’’ his attention was 
so atiracted to it that he read it through without lay- 
ing it down, and read it through a second time. 

That same week the minister was sent for. ‘To him 
he said, ‘This little book fully assures me of the 
Deity of Jesus Christ. I have been a man _ of 
integrity and henor, with faith in God and immortality, 
but a great peacehas come to me from reading this 
little book =I owe it to myself, to my family, to the 
men in this community who were once my pupils, 
and, more than all, to Jesus Christ to make a public 
profession of the faith, assurance and peace which I[ 
now possess.”’ 

The little book was written nearly one hundred 
years ago by Bielby Porteus, D. D., then Bishop of 
London. ‘'t was slightly abridged, for publication in 
America, by Robert Emory, in 1831, published for the 
Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was one of the volumes of ‘‘A Five Dollar 
Library’’ provided by charitably inclined persons ‘for 
frontier Sabbath schools, and gave peace and assur- 
ance to an old man in 1912, whose profession of faith, 
which it prompted, has influenced other men row 
past middle life, to follow his example.—Adward 
Wright McClusky, Anna, Mlinois. 
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’ Has Archeology Found the World’s Greatest Jewelers 2 


Wonders of man and of nature in Bible lands that continue to reward the research of the archeologist 
L are reported in the month’s archeological review by Professor Melvin Grove Kyle 
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=e PETRIE comes home from Egypt 
with new laurels. Toa place where he began 
work twenty-five years ago he returned this year, 
and has given to the world the most marvelous col- 
lection of jewelry ever supplied by that land of in- 
comparable jewelers, with the single exception of 
the great find of jewelry at Dashur, now in the Cairo 
Museum. In some respects it surpasses even that. 
For in this collection is a unique piece, a crown, not 
merely a coronet, but a crown a foot and a half high, 
a brilliant work of gold and gems. 

But I am anticipating the story and must begin at 
the beginning. ‘The discovery comes from the brick 
pyramid of Usertsen II, near the entrance to the 
Fayoum district, about fifty miles south of Cairo, A 
great mass of débris was removed from the site of the 
royal tombs, the utmost scrutiny being kept for signs 
of any secret entrance there might be, all the cracks 
in the rock being carefully sweptand brushed, Then 
at last (as how often !) the great discovery was made 
in an open recess of the entrance to the tomb, which 
had been exposed to possible search by thieves and 
marauders for many centuries, A native digger was 
directed to clear out the solid mud accumulated there. 
Very quickly gold beads began to appear, and kept 
on appearing until there was nearly a quart of them, 
Little by little fragments of other jewelry were found 
until there was a collection that even a ‘Tiffany could 
not display. Most important of all was this crown 
made to fit over the great wig worn by the royal head. 

This important discovery adds another chapter to 
the many we have concerning the wonderful civiliza- 
tion of Egypt at the begtnning of the Patriarchal 
period. Aside from this, it seems to have little bear- 
ing upon biblical history. Usertsen (now read by 
many Sensuert) reigned probably 400 years (some 
think 1400 years) before the visit of Abraham to 
Egypt. Invention and discovery may not have made 
as great progress then as in this twentieth century 
A. D., certainly not the same progress, but it is pretty 
safe to say that skill had far passed the mark which 
the civilization of these days is able to reach. Per- 
haps the skill of Usertsen’s day may rather be com- 
pared to that of the middle ages in Europe, when the 
skill of the painter, the sculptor, and the artificer of 
nearly every kind far surpassed that of this present 
time, this money-making age. 

Professor Petrie, information supplied thro :gh Dr. Win- 
slow, American Secretary Egyptian Research Account, 

% 
More News from Abraham’s Palestine 

REAT discoveries in biblical archeology come 
from most unexpected places in these days, 
since such large numbers of inscribed tablets 
and inscribed monuments have been gathered into 
museums or bought by private collectors. The 
greatest discoveries that have recently been made in 
the history of early Babylonia have been made in the 
Nippur hbrary of the Museum of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Now one of the most important of 
recent Egyptian discoveries of interest to biblical 
students comes from the faraway cold North, from a 
collection of papyri in the Museum of St. Petersburg. 
The publication was made by M. W. Golenischeff. 
For the translation and discussion we are indebted to 
Professor W. Max Miiller, of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. He has puplished some account of the find 
in various places, but that which is most accessible to 

English readers is in the Jewish Quarterly. 

Among a lot of literary treasures of no special value 
to the Bible student is one papyrus of a very different 
character. At first sight it seems only an account of 
some grain transactions, but upon closer examination 
it is found to contain some wonderfully interesting in- 
formation about Palestine of Abraham's day, perhaps 
a little before Abraham's day, something after 2000 
B. C., Professor Miiller thinks. Just how important 
were the persons to whom the grain was delivered, or 
what the occasion of thé transaction, it is impossible 
to determine with certainty. The size of the measures 
mentioned cannot be determined, but the small 
number of measures supplied to each, ofttimes one to 
each, seems rather to point merely to the entertain- 
ment of messengers or ambassadors from Palestine, 
and not to a supply of grain for home consumption. 


A brilliant collection of jewelry, including a great 
crown of gold and gems once worn by an Egyptian 
king, seems to have no bearing upon Bible study. 
But the jewelry comes from a Bible land and from 
Bible times and has a story to tell that confirms 
what Bible writers say of those days. A piece of 
papyrus, which records some grain transactions in 
ancient Egypt, adds testimony of the same sort. Be- 
fore archeology began its digging in Bible lands 
critics of the Word were far more bold in challeng- 
ing the historical accuracy of the early Bible records. 








Famines are not uncommon in Palestine, and Egypt 
is the source of relief. It is tempting to suggest some 
such need as Abraham found in his day, but the 
papyrus does not seem to warrant such a suggestion. 

The great value of the inscription at present appar- 
ent is the considerable list of well-known Palestine 
places—well-known, that is, in later times, and now 
made known for that early date. How completely 
Israel took over the Jand with its places and customs 
and language and even names is every day becoming 
more apparent. Here is Megiddo which figures so 
much in Egyptian inscriptions as well as in Scripture, 
Kinnereth (of Naphtali), probably Achsaph, Taa- 
nach, one of the high places of the Canaanites, and 
Sharuna, well-known in the Tell el-Amarna tablets, 
and which probably gave its name to the ‘ Plain of 
Sharon.’’ Here also is Ashkelon and Hazor, and, 
most important of all, Lachish, which has never before 
been found in the Egyptian inscriptions nor known 
from any source for so early a date in Palestine. It 
is especially happy that Professor Miiller, who has 
been doing so much for Palestinian study in his 
standard work, ‘‘Asien and Europa,’’ should now 
have the pleasure of bringing to the notice of Bible 
students this long list of Palestinian places by their 
biblical names for so early a date, 

Professor W. Max Miiller, Jewish Quarterly, April, ’14, 
pp. 651-656. Also Orientalistische Literatur-zeitung, X VII, 
p. 103 and p. 202. 
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The Dead Sea’s Life-Giving Dew 


CORRESPONDENT from the Northwest asks 
for the authority for the statement in the Times 
of May 16, 1914, that six and one-half million 

tons of water fall into the Dead Sea and are evaporated 
every summer day. In order to condense into this 
page as much information as possible, it rs the policy 
of the Archeological Department, while giving full 
credit for all new research work, to omit, for the most 
part, other library references. But I am more than 
glad to have any one ask for authorities who wishes to 
have them, In this case the answer may be of gen- 
eral interest, and I will give it here also. 

Those who love the authority of great names may 
find such authority for the statement in question in 
various works on Palestine, especially books of refer- 
ence. Franz Buhl, Professor of Semitic Philology in 
the University of Copenhagen, in the Jewish Ency- 
clopedia, says ‘‘six million tons.’’ F. M. Abel, 
professor of Oriental and Biblical and Coptic Arche- 
ology, Convent St. Etienne, Jerusalem, in the Catholic 
Encyclopedia, says that the Jordan alone pours in 
883 cubic feet per second, which is at the rate of 
5,940,000 tons per day. Professor Cheyne, Encyclo- 
pedia Biblica, reckons the Jordan as 80 to 150 feet 
wide and five to twelve feet deep, data which are 
about the same as those used by the others just quoted. 
George Adam Smith, also, in his Historical Geogra- 
phy, gives data corresponding to those from which 
these others made their calculations, but does not cal- 
culate the amount of water in tons per day. 

The authority upon which I rely in this case, and 
wherever practicable, is an examination of the facts, 
in this instance with the addition of a mathematical 
calculation. The data I get from the report of Lieu- 
tenant Lynch, of the United States Navy, made to the 
government in 1868 (the principal source of nearly 
every one who has written on the subject from that 
day to this), from the Palestine Survey, and also my 
own observations in both spring and autumn. The 
width of the lower Jordan varies from thirty to seventy 


yards, omitting the widening of the river near the 
Dead Sea. The depth of the river varies from three 
to fifteen feet. In the low land one-fourth to one-half 
mile from the Sea it is seven feet deep. The current 
varies from two to eight knots an hour. One-fourth 
to one-half mile from the Sea it is three knots an 
hour. These data are correct for the latter part of 
April when the spring freshet has passed and the 
river is well within its lowest banks. Taking now the 
width at thirty yards, ninety feet, and the depth seven 
feet one-fourth to one-half mile from the mouth, we 
have 630 cubic feet of water the front foot at that 
point. This, at seventy-five pounds to the cubic foot, 
gives a little more than twenty-three tons of water per 
fuot of the flowing river. Taking the lowest rate of 
the current (three knots an hour for twenty-four hours) 
we have 6086, 7 x 3 x 24x 23 = 10,679,685 tons per 
day. Reduce this by one-third to make allowance 
for unusual seasons, and six and one-half million 
tons becomes certainly a very low and safe estimate. 
This is the inflow, not counting the other small 
streams. As the Sea ordinarily remains almost sta- 
tionary in depth from year to year (rising only very 
slowly for the last half century), it is evident that the 
evaporation also must be about six and one-half 
million tons per day. 
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The Foolish Virgins, and Foolish Christians 


" IL in their vessels with their lamps’’ (Matthew 
25:4). There lies before me, as I write, 
one of the common Eastern lamps, the point 

blackened by the flame which lighted the footsteps of 

some maiden of old. I have just measured the 
capacity of this lamp with a graduated measuring 
spoon, It holds hardly two tablespoonfuls. To tiis 
is compared the small capacity of the Christian life 
for storing up grace in preparation ; hence the need _of 
very frequent replenishing. The wise virgins carried 
oil vessels along with them, the foolish virgins carried 
none, or, if they had vessels with them, carelessly had 
no oil in the vessels, Itis a foolish Christian who 
cuts himself off even for one day from the source of 
supplies for the Christian life, the Bock and the 
closet. This lack of storage capacity in the Christian 
life is the underlying but ofttimes overlooked signifi- 
cance of this parable. 

ms 


America’s Word on Art and Archeology 


HE first number of Art and Archeology, the new 
magazine of the Archzological Institute of 
America, has appeared, a hopeful presage and 

promise of those that are to follow. The first article 
reminds us again of a part of the archeological world 
not in the foreground of biblical research but always 
in the background—aboriginal American art. Under 
the master-hand of my old-time teacher and friend, 
Professor W. H. Holmes, of the United States Na- 
tional Museum, we are shown some of the master- 
pieces of the art of old Yucatan. The mysterious re- 
lation of American art to that of the Old World, its 
curious, unmistakable likeness to both Hittite and 
Egyptian art, is brought out. How much this likeness 
is due to similarity of materials, and especially to the 
natural objects represented in the art, and to the pos- 
sibilities of geometric patterns and laws, is left an 
open question ; as also whether or not this art is com- 
paratively modern or extends into far antiquity, and 
may even be antediluvian, as some megalithic work 
elsewhere in the world is thought by some to be. So 
also that other question, What may be the immediate 
connection between American antiquities and Asiatic 
history, and along what lines of emigration? 

All these are questions of never-failing interest to 
the student of the early chapters of Genesis. Some 
of the finest pieces of the art of Yucatan is scarcely 
inferior to the best of Egypt or even of Greece. ‘The 
art is also thoroughly national. I once visited the 
Indian school near Lawrence, Kansas, and was much 
surprised at the art work of pupils who had been 
drawing angels. But they were all Judian angels. 
So, in Yucatan, we find only Indian gods and god- 
desses and men, 

Professor W. H. Holmes, in Art and Archeology, July, 
"14, pp. I-32. 
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| Ways for Your School to Win Rally Day Honors 





How a Lawn Party Helped 


UNDAY, October 5, was not only Rally Day at 
the First Westminster Presbyterian Sabbath- 
school of Keokuk, Iowa, but it was a red-letter 

day in point of attendance, enthusiasm, and deter- 
mination to make this the best year of our history. 

‘The two weeks preceding Rally Day were weeks of 
preparation under the leadership of ‘*‘The man be- 
hind the gun,’ who was—a woman. 

On the afternoon of September 26 a Rally Day 
lawn party was held, to which all the members of the 
Sunday-school were invited. A tent was pitched on 
the lawn, and swings, sliding boards and a trolley 
slide, with refreshments, made t!.e hours pass all too 
swiftly. On every guest was pinned a small orange 
and black pennant bearing the words, ‘Count on me 
for our Rally Day service.’’ 

On Friday evening preceding Rally Day the Young 
People’s Society held a social meeting in the chapel 
in order to get into the spirit of the day. 

‘The daily newspapers, in several issues, announced 
the coming Raliy Day with attractive items, and the 
Wilson post-cards invited the members of the school 
and the church. 

When Rally Day Sunday dawned, a perfect autuinn 
day, the Presbyterians young and old were ready for 
the service. The chapel was beautifully decorated with 
American flags and Conquest flags, with autumn 
leaves, ferns, and cut flowers. The room was filled 
to its capacity, and overflowed into the primary rooms, 
the ladies’ parlor, and class rooms. Out of the enrol- 
ment of 195 there were 171 present. 

The program began promptly, and every minute of 
the hour and a quarter's service was full of enthusi- 
asm. The Sunday-school orchestra of ten pieces 
gave a number of selections as the school gathered, 
and played the processional for the Junior and Primary 
Departments as they marched in, bearing the Conquest 
and American flags, and singing, ‘¢‘ Onward, Christian 
Soldiers.’’ After a short prayer and Scripture reading 
the Primary children gave a number of exercises, after 
which four short talks were given. One of these talks 
was given by a banker, who makes practical applica- 
tion of his Christianity every day, aud who for many 
years has been a teacher in our school ; another by a 
man who is at the head of one of our largest factories, 
and who for thirty years was superintendent of our 
Sunday-school. This was followed by a short talk by 
our pastor, who comes in every Sunday through the 
year to speak a word of helpfulness to tlhe children. 
The last short talk was by one of our most devoted 
missionary women, who spoke just before the offering 
was taken for the foreigners in our country. ‘The 
school sang a number of selections from ‘‘ Spreading 
the Light,’’ the accompaniment being played by the 
orchestra. 

By the use of two star attendance charts, one in the 
Primary Department and one in the main room of the 
school, it is planned to keep up throughout the year 
the Rally Day enthusiasm for a good attendance.— 
L. Matless, Keokuk, Iowa. 
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Making Personality the Keynote 


OR our Rally Day of last year (1912) in the Earls- 
court Methodist Sunday-school of ‘loronto we had 
made great preparations, We advertised it, had 

badges for each member of the school to wear, sent a 
typewritten letter to each parent, and did other things. 
Our efforts were crowned with very moderate success. 

This year (1913) we decided not to emphasize the 
ordinary ‘*mechanical’’ methods in working up a 
good attendance, but to put in an element often lack- 
ing—personality. The matter of Rally Day was first 
brought before the teachers and officers. Their ap- 
proval and their interest were secured for entering 
upon the plan to win a place in the Honor List of 
The Sunday School Times. 

A simple but interesting program was drafted, 
which included music, responsive reading, roll-call, 
and a twenty-minute talk by a Sunday-school expert. 
The next Sunday (which was the Sunday previous to 
Rally Sunday) the whole school was taken into confi- 
dence, and asked what number should we aim for in 
Raliy Day attendance. The immediate response was 
‘One thousand !"* which was thirty-three percent 
more than any previous record. 


There is no easy road to real Rally Day success, 
but simple, direct ways that any school can use are 
suggested in the experiences told on this page. 
Each of these four schools won a place in The Sun- 
day School Times Rally Day Honor Roll of last year. 








Then the following letter was sent to each teacher 
and officer, signed by the general superintendent and 
a division superintendent : 


Eariscourt Methodist Sunday-School 
TORONTO, September 7, 1913. 

DR sarachevencsakescsisesssctonin’ ~seeuseaubeesesdeeseotousinese Division 
DEAR TEACHER : 

Next Sunday, September 14, is our Sunday-school 
Rally Day. The scholars set the goal at 2,000 attendance. 
Can we do it? We can if all the teachers co-operate. 
Will you endeavor to visit every member of your class 
before next Sunday, so as to ensure their attendance, also 
asking the parents to come ? 

Four benefits will result from this method : 

1, We will have a Big Rally of scholars. 

2. Every home will be visited this week. 

3. Each teacher will come in contact with the parents. 

4. It will do you and the scholars good, 

Yours in anticipation, 
Division Supt. 
General Supt. 

Each division superintendent (of which we have 
four) paid special attention to the teachers of his 
division, to see that each scholar was visited by his 
or her teacher during the week previous to Rally 
Sunday. 

The keynote throughout all the arrangements was 
personality. The personal element was shown by the 
scholars in setting the standard at 1,000, and in help- 
ing to attain it themselves. The personality of the 
superintendents was used with their teachers, and that 
of the teachers with their schosars. The personality 
of the teachers was used with the homes which they 
visited, and in their contact with the parents. 

The final result of our effort was that out of an 
enrolment of 1,178 we had an attendance of 1,025, 
which included 60 visitors, 

When the result was announced to the school, the 
rousing applause by the boys and girls evidenced the 
keen personal interest each one had taken in the 
matter.—/ {, Eaton, Toronto, Can. 
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Enlisting All the Forces 


HE Workers’ Council of tie West End Methoaist 
Sunday-school of Galveston, Texas, concluded 
to earn a place on the Rally Day Hovor Roll 

of the Sunday-schools in America and a month or 
more prior to Rally Day plans were carefully drawn 
and details of the work placed in trustworthy hands, 

These were some of the plans put into effect : The 
enrolment list was carefully revised ; every teacher 
was asked to take his or her class-book, and, after 
personally seeing each member of the class, to erase 
from the list the names of any who had left the city 
or moved out of reach; then several sorts of pos- 
tal-cards were ordered, and the teachers were fur- 
nished with as many as they desired to use. ‘These 
were sent to each scholar, whether a regular attendant 
or not, and others were sent to persons whom it was 
hoped might be induced to attend the West End 
school, In this way several hundred cards were used. 
Then each teacher was asked to speak to any member of 
the school who might be seen, whether a member of 
that teacher's class or not. In this way several of the 
members received a number of invitations. 

The pastor of the church, in making his pastoral 
calls, took time to impress upon the families visited 
the need of having the children at the schooi on Rally 
Day, and the seventeen members of what is known as 
the ‘* Married Women's Class’’ gave considerable 
time to visiting the homes of the children and secur- 
ing promises of co-operation from the parents. Each 
Sunday before the day, the superintendent or sume 
other speaker would briefly address the school, urging 
the children to come themselves, and if possible to 
bring some one with them. Members of the Second 


Philathea class, girls of from fifteen to seventeen years 
of age, aided the teachers of the Primary Department 
in visiting the parents of the younger children, stress- 
ing the importance of having the little ones on hand 
at least for this particular occasion, 

Other committees were put to work on a program. 
About twenty-five children were secured to participate 
in the entertainment feature; a visiting singer was 
enlisted for a song, and a good speaker—one who 
knew how to speak to children—was invited from a 
neighboring city; the music was put in charge of two 
young ladies of the church, and several members of 
the ** Married Women's Class’’ saw that the audi- 
torium was tastefully decorated. The newspapers 
were used to make known that something was going 
on at the West End school, and space was freely given. 

The enrolment of the pupils of the school was 183, 
and of this number 170 were present, Of the thirteen 
teachers, twelve were present. One officer, the super- 
intendent of the Home Department, was absent on 
account of sickness. The goal had been set at 250 in 
attendance, with 100 BmMles and a collection of g10. 
There were present 257, the collection was $12, and 
120 Bibles were reported, Besides the 170 scholars, 
there were present twelve teachers, six officers, fifteen 
new scholars, and fifty-four visitors. Of the twelve 
classes, five reported one hundred percent, five classes 
reported new scholars, and, with but three exceptions, 
every class reported two or more visitors. Before a 
name is entered on the rolls as a new scliolar, he ot 
she must have attended this school three Sundays ; so 
from this large number of visitors it is expected that 
the enrolme..t of the pupils will be increased to over 
two hundred within the next two or tnree weeks. 

This ‘s we story of our efforts and their result. 
Unanimity of purpose, devotion to the cause, and 
unremitting effort spell the success achieved,— Phil- 
ippians 4 : 13.—A. Russell, Galveston, Texas 
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When No Class was “ Best”’ 


1X features come to mind in thinking of the caim- 
paign by which the First Advent Christian Sun- 
day-school of Santa Cruz, California, won a place 

on The Sunday School Times Rally Day Honor List. 

1. It was worth working for. ‘To have the name of 
our school, meriting the honor, carried into thousands 
of homes where The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
visitor was an inspiration in itself. 

2. Tie Sunday School Times’ happy plan was fully 
and enthusiastically explained from the platform. 

3. We prayed much, Earnest prayer that, if ir 
was God's will, we might earn this honor, was offered 
again and again. . 

4. We worked hard. ‘The superintendent wrote a 
personal letter toeach teacher urging that the plan be 
explained in detail to any who might not yet have 
grasped its full significance. Pupils were urged to be 
present, and to work for a perfect attendance in their 
class, 

5. We had something to rally to. We planned to 
have an A I program, and we did, The class exer- 
cises for the elementary grades consisted of questions 
and answers from the International Graded Lessons, 
covering the time (two years) since we introduced 
them into our school, And this was not an easy ex- 
ercise. At the conclusion of the service consecrated, 
educated men and women voluntarily expressed their 
appreciation of the teachers’ work as shown by the 
amount of Bible knowledge gained by the scholars, 
The pupils were weil drilled in the promotion and 
graduating service, and their loyalty in coming to 
practise, their long walks through the scorching heat 
(unusual for Santa Cruz) would have done credit to 
Uncle Sam's best soldiers. 

6. Werecognized faithful work. A handsome ban- 
ner was promised to the class doing the best work. 
Age, enrolment, and class exercise were the points to 
be considered. The result was that, in the opinion 
of the judges, each class in the elementary grades 
did so well that the banner had ‘‘to go the rounds,"’ 
each class holding it one Sunday until all had been 
recognized. 

Of the 142 enrolled, 119 were present on Rally Day. 
We won through prayer, grace, grit, gumption, the 
hearty co-operation of the pastor, the consecrated 
teachers, and the loyal, energetic, enthusiastic pupils. 
—Mrs. F. R. Wellcome, Santa Cruz, Cal. 
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LESSON I. 








The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in the Class 


O YOU remember what used to happen when 
** teacher” left the room for a moment or two ? 
Everybody knew, of course, that she would be 
back in a few minutes, and that the next class in 
spelling would be called. When she went out, did 
they all stick to their spelling ? Well, hardly. Some- 
times you’d have thought a riot had broken out. 
Spit-balls, cat-calls, whislues and shouts, with an 
occasional bit of rough-house. They were making so 
much noise that some of them did not hear her when 
she came back, and were still at it after she had en- 
tered the room. Then whathappened? And beside 
what specially happened, that spelling-class was 
called, and there was no getting away from it,—you 
either knew it or you didn’t. ‘That is a familiar scrap 
of school life, but the bigger life is about the same. 
‘The other day, in a big downtown tirm, there was 
a vacancy in a big-pay poMtion, and they looked over 
the younger men for one to fill it. Some of them had 
shown too much tendency to having sleepy eyes in 
the morning, and so they chose a fellow who always 
seemed wide awake and always ready for any extra 
emergency. Good luck is the loater’s word for being 
prepared when the time comes, Jesus teaches that 
the final issue of all life is just that,—*: be ready.” 


The Teacher’s Survey 
[ Uhe references, except as noted, ave to lesson articles in the Times.]* 
The teacher will need to gear up this lesson to 
those that have preceded. Dr. Thomas’ prefatory 
paragraph will show the way. It would be a good 
plan to take time to read those passages in John’s 
Gospel and in Matthew 24 and the others that he 
mentions. Ouly in this way will we get the spirit of 
that hour when Christ was speaking of the last days 
and the last things. There is very little patience in our 
day for serious thought of judgment, yet the word 
‘*results" is very popular, Since judgment is noth- 
ing but ‘tresults,” 1t may be well to use the more 
popular word, ‘The use of a telling word is impor- 
tant. While the course of an Oriental wedding must 
be made vivid, we must carefully avoid spending 
overmuch time or it lest we obscure the real teach- 
ing. Dr. Mackie will give all the information needed 
on the details. Dr. Riddle’s notes will combine well 
with these, and Visiting the Lesson Scenes will help 
to give vividness. The main point of the lesson isthe 
imperative need of moral preparedness for crises of 
every sort, and especially for the inevitable crisis of 
life’s end, 


The Class in Session 

It would have been strange if Jesus had not given 
some clear teaching about the future and the results 
of his life and work. And he did give that teaching 
tuward the close of that ‘Tuesday, ‘t the day of con- 
flict,” in the temple. This teaching was, however, 
yxiven to his friends and disciples, and not to the 
mixed crowds, It may have begun when the disci- 
ples’ comment on the massive structure of the temple 
led him to tell them that Jerusalem would be de- 
stroyed, Some of his words refer to the impending 
destruction of Jerusalem, and some to his own sec- 
ond coming (Dr. Riddle and Dr. Thomas, prefatory 
paragraphs). That word ‘‘ Then” shows that he is 
speaking about the kingdom of heaven at the end of 
its earthly history, of which he has just been speaking 
(Monday study). 

‘The wedding procession that Jesus tuok as an illus- 
tration of the facts of life is like the history of the 
kingdom of heaven or of my own individual life, in 
that there are appointed duties and a long wait before 
the day of inspection, The duty of all the ten virgins 
was lo light the procession at its coming with their 
lamps. Some of the maids were prudent and some 
of them were careless (Tuesday study and Dr. Rid- 
die, v. 3). In our everyday life this means nothing 
less than moral preparedness or moral unreadiness. 
‘There is a long delay, and both the prudent and the 
imprudent are affected by it; they all slumbered (Mr. 
Gordon, section 2; Wednesday study). 

Then the crisis of life comes, like the sudden ap- 
proach of the bridal procession, and we are called 
upon to perform what we were appointed to. While 
all alike have suffered from the effects of the long 
wait (Thursday study), the difference between those 
who are prepared for a crisis and those who are not 
is now very apparent. It is necessary that we have 
something in reserve, and be prepared for a longer 
wait or a sharper crisis than may seem likely to occur 
(Friday study). Dr. Thomas reminds us of the two 
words ‘*‘endure” and ‘‘continue” as necessities of 


SEPTEMBER 13. THE TEN VIRGINS 


Matthew 25 : 1-13. Commit verses 1-4 


Read Matthew 25 : 14-30 


1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, who took their! lamps, and went to meet the bride- 
groom. 2 And five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
3 For the foolish, when they took their ! lamps, took no oil 
with them : 4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
!lamps. 5 Now while the bridegroom tarried, they all slum- 
bered and slept. 6 But at midnight there is a cry, Behold, 
the bridegroom! Come ye forth to meet him, 7 ‘Ihen all 
those virgins arose, and trimmed their } lamps. 8 And the 
foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil ; for our } lamps 
are going out. g But the wise answered, saying, Peradventure 
there will not be enough for us and you: go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went 
away to buy, the bridegroom came ; and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage feast : and the door was shut. 
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, 
open tous, 12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, | know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for ye know not 
the day nor the hour. 
1 Or, torches 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 
(The references here given wre usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 

Verse 1.— What was meant by *‘ the kingdom of heaven ”’? 
Was it customary at that time for virgins thus to go out to 
meet the bridegroom? What sort of lamps were used ? 
{Riddle ; Gordon, 3-5; Mackie, 1; Thomas, Monday.) 

Verse §.—How would the virgins have had an opportu- 
nity to sleep while they were waiting? (Riddle; Ridgway, 
3; Mackie, 3; Class in Session, 3.) 

Veise 6.—Who would be likely to give the warning cry 
** Behold the bridegroom ’”’ ? (Riddle ; Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 7.—Why were the lamps needed? (Riddle ; 
Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 9.—Does this suggest selfishness on the part of the 
wise virgins ? (Riddle; Ridgway, 4; Mackie, 7; Class in 
Session, 3.) 

Verse 10.— What were the customs in regard to mar- 
riage feasts at that time ? (Riddle ; Mackie, 7, 8; Thomas, 
Monday.) 

Verse 11.—Why did these virgins address the bridegroom 
as ** Lord ’’? { Riddle.) 

Verse 12.—Why did the bridegroom refuse to recognize 
the virgins who came late ? (Riddle ; Mackie, 9; Lesson 
Summary.) 

Verse 13.—Of what event did Jesus mean that we 
‘*know not the day nor the hour’’? (Riddle ; Gordon, 
6, 7; Thomas, Sunday.) 








Christian living. Those who were not prepared now 
ask help from those who were, and that request is 
refused. In the case of the virgins at the procession, 
the reason for the refusal is apparent and the refusal 
cannot be put down as selfishness (Dr. Riddle, v. 9). 
We must not press any illustration or parable too far 
and try to find too much meaning in the attempt to 
buy oil at that crisis. The main point is that it can- 
not be done (Saturday study). There is a certain 
finality about life; opportunities and chances finally 
come to an end and the door is shut (Dr. Riddle, v. 
10; Saturday study; and Dr. Mackie.) 

In concluding this parable, Jesus gives us the brief 
imperative command, ‘‘ Watch therefore.” Mr. Gordon 
(third section) suggests that watching is very practical 
business, and Dr. Thomas (Sunday study) discusses 
it from the viewpoint of constant moral activity. 


A Lesson Summary 

The fact that a certain idea is accepted and popular 
does not make it true, and a great truth may be dis- 
liked and ignored, but that does not alter it. Jesus’ 
plain teaching about the finality of life is not popu- 
lar, but is nevertheless very explicit. He would not 
insistently urge us to ‘‘ watch” if there were not 
danger attendant upon carelessness. It is apparent 
that precisely as cause and effect rule in the world of 
chemistry and physics, so they are invariable in the 
world of right and wrong. ‘The most serious danger 
to most of us is not criminal wickedness, but moral 
laziness. We neglect our souls, we slumber, we play 
when we should pray. We are solicitous about our 
health of body and very careless about our soundness 
of soul. When the great crises of life do come,—the 
death of a loved one, the loss of fortune and friends, 
or our own day of crossing over, then it is too late for 
us to get ready. Character cannot be borrowed, and 
we cannot escape the responsibility for its lack. Life 
is inexpressibly serious because of the inevitable day 
of reckoning when the results cannot be altered. 
Questions for Class Use 

1. What does that word “ then’? refer to? 


2. In what way are people morally wise and moially 
foolish ? 


Golden Text: Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour.—Matthew 25 : 45 





3. What fact of life corresponds to the long wait while 
the bridegroom tarried ? 

4. Why could the wise virgins not share their oi] with 
the unwise ? 

5. What moral fact do you understand to be illustrated 
by the shut door? 

6. What is the prime reason for watching ? 

7. In what ways may we *‘ watch ’’ ? 


Other Teaching Points 

Preparing for a crisis that so far as I can see may never 
occur is dull business sometimes. But it is the pegging 
away and making hay while the sun shines that are neces- 
sary in this life. Things that are hard and dull are not 
always useless, Eggs are hatched by just keeping them 
warm, 

Pretty much all prudence consists in looking ahead. 
There is a great deal to look ahead to besides the day of 
final judgment, Just look ahead to the things a year from 
now, or five or ten years from now. ‘lhat’s the right way 
to live, —eyes to the front. 

Those who are caught napping generally act as if some 
one had injured them, but the injury was self-wrought. 

There is absolutely no safe life except that which is full 
of effort and denial of self, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Matt. 25 : 31-46.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. ‘lhe suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.] 

We generally think of Jesus as a patient, strong 
man, who was ateacherof men. This is a true pic- 
ture. He has, however, given us another picture of 
himself, when he will again appear to humanity as a 
Judge. He will judge men according to certain 
standards, and these standards he has made very 
plain. We study them carefully because they are 
very important, 


1. What is the essential difference between the first and 
this promised second coming of the Son of man, 

2. What is the reward of the just ? 

3. What is the reason why this reward is given? 

4. What sort of conduct does this scene impel us to 
follow ? 

5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 


A new chair. 

A windfall, 

A concealed treasure, 
A good investment, 


Evanston, ILL, 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


T IS probable that John 12 : 20-36 should be placed 
immediately after the last lesson. That passage 
tells of the request of certain Greeks to see Jesus, 

As Jesus and his disciples left the magnificent tem- 
ple, our Lord predicted its total destruction. Four 
disciples, Peter, John, James and Andrew, accom- 
pany Jesus to the Mount of Olives, where they ques- 
tion him as to the time of the predicted destruction 
of the temple. But with this they associate his 
‘‘coming” and ‘‘ the end of the world,” or ‘‘ the con- 
summation of the age.” Itis highly probable that, as 
Jews, these disciples expected all of these to occur at 
thesametime. ‘The discourse that followed therefore 
refers both to the destruction of Jerusalem and to the 
future ‘‘coming.” But it is difficult to determine 
whether a particular passage points to one or the 
other event, or, by analogy, to both. However, 
chapter 25, from which the lesson is taken, does not 
refer to the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Time and Place.—In the late evening of Tuesday, 

April 4, A.D. 30, on the Mount of Olives, ecabatly 
facing the temple. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—The kingdom of heaven: As usual, the 
new rule of -Christ on the earth,—the Messianic dis- 
pensation. Here the special reference is to the close 
of this dispensation.—7ex virgins: ‘* Ten” was the 
number of completion among the Jews, and probably 
has no further significance. That ‘‘ virgins” took 
part in the festive procession was usual.—Zo meet 
the bridegroom: The parable refers to the procession 
and feast which took place at the home of the bride- 
groom, and not the coming of the bridegroom to the 
house of the bride.—Lamfs: Or, ‘* torches.” In the 
party that met the bridegroom every one carried a 
burning *‘lamp,” or ‘‘torch.” The ‘‘ lamps” were fast- 
ened to a short pole. ‘‘Torches” were made by 
twisting wool or flax, saturated with oil, about the 
end of a pole. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 13 (Matt. 25 : 1-13) 


Verse 3.— Zook no oil with them: The lamps would 
need replenishing, and, whether from forgetfulness 
or carelessness, the foolish virgins neglected to pro- 
vide oil for this purpose, 

Verse 5.—Zhey all slumbered and slept: They 
became drowsy, and then continued to sleep, as the 
tenses indicate. ‘They were probably waiting at 
some appointed place. 

Verse 6.—A#¢ midnighi: Such a delay was proba- 
ble.—Behold, the bridegroom! Note the punctua- 
tion. ‘*Behold” is an exclamation, The ‘‘cry” 
would come from those nearer the house of the bride, 
awaiting the appearance of the bridegroom. 


Verse 7.—7rimmed their lamps: ‘The delay made . 


this necessary, and at midnight bright lamps were 
needed. 

Verse 8.—Are going out: Not ‘‘are gone out.” 

Verse 9.—There will not be enough: ‘The refusal 
was not selfish ; to have divided the oil would have 
defeated the purpose of the festal procession. In the 
application it points to individual responsibility ** in 
that day.”— Them that sel/: This has been variously 
explained ; usually, however, referred to the means 
of grace or the ministry. 

Votes 10.— Went in with him to the marriage 
feast: This feast usually held at the home of the 
bridegroom, and that is implied here, since verses 
11, 12 represent the bridegroom as the authoritative 
host.—A ud the door was shut: ‘This was in accord- 
ance with custom, and ey at night. 

Verse 11.—Lord, Lord: In the parable this is a 
respectful address, though it takes on a higher sense 
in the interpretation. 

Verse 12.—/ know you not; As guests they should 
have been ready to join, with burning lamps, in the 
festive procession, but, coming too late, the master of 
the feast will not even recognize them as acquaint- 
ances, still less admit them as guests, 

Verse 13.— Watch es - The verbis a strong 
one,implying vigilance and preparedness. —A now not 
the day nor the hour: When the Son of man cometh. 
Later manuscripts add ‘‘ Wherein the Son of man 
cometh,” which is the correct sense, But the clause 
is poorly supported, and probably taken from chap- 
ter 24°44. ‘The warning may be applied to the hour 
of death for the individual believer. The lesson of 
the parable is, not only to expect, but to be prepared 
for the Lord’s coming in either sense. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
% 
Night-time Now. 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE last word tothe nation has been spoken. The 
voice that pleaded so long and patiently speaks 
never again tothe nation in wooing. The na- 

tional door is shut. I has been shut by the nation ; 
shutting for long, now slammed clear to, 

After the terrific denunciation of the national lead- 
ers Jesus slowly, sadly, wends his way out of the city, 
down the Kidron slope, across the brook, up the 
Olivet slope. And there in the gathering twilight he 
sits with four of his disciples, and talks. 

He talks of the troublous time that will usher in 
the Kingdom, and earnestly urges his followers to be 
wise and faithful during that troublous waiting time 
(Matt. 24). ‘Then to make clear what ‘* wise”” meaps 
he tells another kingdom parable. Each of these 
many kingdom parables touches some one phase of 
the kingdom. ‘This one is not about its character, but 
about the attitude of the true follower while waiting 
for its arrival. 

There’s a kingdom coming whose influence will 
wondrously bless the whole earth. 

This parable suggests that it will be a time of 
great joy. The wedding time is thought of every- 
where as the time of greatest joy. ‘The coming of 
the kingdom is to be like that, a bridegroom eagerly 
coming to claim his expectant bride, amid the delight 
of all concerned. 

But, there’s a waiting time. Jesus says it will be 
a difficult and troublous time, and will come to a 
terrible climax. And so it will be a testing-time, 
sorely testing even the most faithful and devoted 
followers of the King. So the words were spoken 
long ago. 

That waiting-time has lengthened out so much that 
it seems no longer to be an interval between two 
events, the going away of the rejected king and his 
return in glory, but to be the chief thing on the cal- 
endar, indeed the whole calendar. 


Now it was for just such a time that this ** virgins” 
parable was spoken. It belongs in the waiting-time, 
the interval, before the King comes in glory as a joy- 
ous bridegroom. It contains our Lord’s counsel for 
the waiting-time. It’s a double counsel : a warning 
and a pleading. 

‘There's earnest warning against the decided ten- 
dencies of this waiting-time. It’s night-time. The 
sun is absent. Wakefulness is hard, especially when 
the night has lengthened out and grown old. Your 
strength is sorely taxed and is apt to give in to the 
strain upon it. 

And the surrounding atmosphere affects one very 
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much. It's hard to keep from breathing the air you 
are surrounded by. ‘There must be good lungs, well 
developed, and being constantly filled from another 
source if what you breathe out is to be greater in its 
influence than what others breathe out to you. 

Doubt about whether any radical change called the 
kingdom is really coming ; aggressive belief that it 
is not coming ; a vague haziness as to just what the 
kingdom really is ; and, most of all, an utter self-con- 
tented indifference to the whole thing—all this makes 
a hard atmosphere to be in, and yet to keep outside. 

Most are lulled to sleep by the night shadows. 
They are sound asleep to any thought that the King 
and Kingdom are actually coming. Some who be- 
lieve in the coming of the King set themselves so 
da terminedly against the bad night air as to become 
extreme and abnormal. 

‘* Foolish” is rather a strong word,—** being of the 
nature of a fool.”” In mere Christian courtesy we 
would use such a word very sparingly, and then only 
to help. Yet this is the word Jesus uses here. 

Whoever is not looking for the kingdom, a Jesus- 
kingdom, an order of things on the earth such as he 
would make, and is not making the looking for it the 
dominant influence in his life, is called foolish by 
Jesus, It’s enough to make one very thoughtful. 


Then there’s the earnest pleading that we be wise. 
Wise means watching. Watching proves to be a 
very practical thing. It is not standing gazing up 
into the’ blue, studying the clouds. ‘Though both 
clouds and blue are of special interest, because it 
will be on a cloud, out of the blue, that some day he 
will come. 

It does not mean putting on white muslin robes, 
and standing on the top of some hill. ‘The white 
robes spoken of in Scripture have to fit much closer 
than that, even into the inner creases of the charac- 
ter. And the whole life has to be spent on a hilltop, 
even while the actual feet press the sod of the valley- 
bottom. 

Watching means doing the day’s common round of 
work faithfully, while feet and hands and heart beat 
in rhythm to the music of the absent One's name. 
For the kitchen end it means good food, well cooked, 
and enough of it, tastefully served (Matt. 24: 45). It 
means to remember that it is night-time now ; the 
anti-kingdom influences are the shadows and dark- 
ness of night-time. 

It means keeping one’s lantern well filled, not half- 
filled ; and trimmed, not charred and smudgy ; and 
the glass of the lantern clean, not smoky and cob- 
webby. There must be constant contact with the 
Holy Spirit, and the love-spirit kept burning free of 
all hindrances, and a transparently clean life, if the 
human lantern is not only to resist the surrounding 
darkness, but to scatter some of it. 

It is night-time now. But the night won't last al- 
ways. It is already very far spent ; maybe almost 
gone. Dawn will break, the dawn of a new day, 
made by the brightness of the King’s own presence, 
when those who, by wondrous grace working through 
their own set wills, have been faithfully watching, 
through the night, will enter into the inner circle of 
the King’s counselors and helpers. 

Without doubt there will be countless numbers 
caught up into Jesus’ presence at his coming, who 
will be as babes in spirit-understanding, in maturity 
and in ability to understand and carry out the King's 
wishes. Many will see the King’s tace, but not be 
permitted to serve because they don’t know how. 

The faithful night-watcbers will be privileged to 
serve, for they have been going to school, night- 
school, and have learned how. 

New York City. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Wise Jacks.—/ive of them were foolish, and 
jive were wise (v. 2). I have just met on the street 
these very girls. They are plenty. Find them every- 
where. At most weddings. And the wise ones are 
always ready for the bridegroom! An _ irreligious 
young man is some fool. But an irreligious young 
girl is such an unspeakable fool that even Rabelais 
cannot supply adjectives. No matter how careless, 
or worse, the man, he likes tothink of his mother and 
sister as handmaids of heaven. While he ‘thas no 
figgers for ic,” he thinks a mother in heaven sort o’ 
links him to heaven. Men never quite get away from 


_ those few early years at mother’s knee (Psa. 47 : 25, 


26). Yes, Evylynne, Jack may laugh and joke at 
your clevah fling at religion, but if you but knew it, 
away down deep in his heart you score against your- 
self. Manya gay Jack surprises everybody by going 
off and marrying ‘‘ the last girl you’d ever suppose.” 
Usually ‘‘a church girl.” Wise virgins with plenty 
of oil are plentiful. The infidel girl is rare. 


Up Garret.— Vo ot! with them (v. 3). Lamps with- 
out oil. We used to have a lot of them downstairs. 
Wedding presents. When the new shine got off 
and the globes and shades broken and soiled, they 
went upstairs to the garret. ‘This is the way it will be 
with some girls. It is the girl with the ‘‘ oil” who is 
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wanted and kept downstairs where folks live. Look 
around among the women you know and see. There 
are those busy women in church and Sunday-school 
and all good things. ‘The town is proud of them. 
But those others in their selfish, oilless lives—‘‘ dear 
me, Hannah, I thought old Mrs. Meano was dead 
long ago.” ** And dothose Selfo girls stilllive around 
in Bowler’s flats? I thought they had dried up and 
blown away in the last blizzard.” Moral: Get the 
oil (1 John 2: 20; Heb. 1: 9; Isa. 61: 1). 


Slow but Sure.—Viile the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbered and slept (v. 5). ** Tarried,.” 
Mark the word. Not side-tracked nor ditched nor 
flagged. But just coming along easy like as do all 
good things. Some of you think the tarrying means 
no arrival and no wedding supper. ‘The golden 
teeth, silver hair, and silk cap tarry perhaps. but 
they will be along in due time. Your grand-dad will 
tell you it was only yesterday he was a black-haired 
boy. Will you be ready when old ‘Threescoreten 
and the bridegroom arrive? (Psa. 90.) Do you have 
oil in your lamp, or is it just filled with an atmosphere 
of complacency? The other day the doctor said of 
one of my upright and square-dealing neighbors, 
‘* Make him as comfortable as you can—it will not be 
long.” They sent for me. When I came I could not 
find a single drop of oil inthe lamp. It was a beauti- 
ful lamp and it was filled with gold. I might as well 
have read the sweet promises of the Book to the bed- 
post. ‘I will come again to-morrow,” I said. But 
before the morrow old Fourscoreten had gone, ‘lhe 
bridegroom came. 


Old Nottingham Strikes Oil.— 7here wi// nol be 
enough for us and you (v. 9). Here the analogy of 
the oil and the Holy Spirit fails. There is enough of 
the Spirit of God to fill every ‘‘lamp” in the world 
full and running over. But the analogy comes good 
again, because the wise ones who have abundance 
cannot give a single drop to the foolish ones who 
neglect and lack. Oilless lamps are signs of mourn- 
ing—death. ‘*That church is dead,” is sometimes 
said of a congregation (Rev. 3: 17). Old Nottingham 
Church had not had an addition on confession of faith 
since nobody knew when, Good old Dr. Jenkins was 
clear discouraged. We sent Faulkner, our Chester 
evangelist, down there prospecting. ‘They struck oil ! 
There were sixty additions to Dr. Jenkins’ church, 
and a lot more to the other churches in that corner of 
the county. Old Dr. Jenkins, of whom they had re- 
cently said, ‘* He is too old,” went ‘' stepping around 
like a four-year-old,” as Uncle Billy Watson re- 
marked. Old Nottingham is now one of the livest 
in the Presbytery, But Nottingham cannot give its 
oil to Oxford or Coatesville. 


Smoker and Smokeless.— 7%e door was shut (v.10). 


‘* A thousand years did a poor man wait 
Outside of heaven’s gate, 
Then as a moment brief he dozed 
lt opened—and closed.’’ 


The first time I heard the great Sankey sing I was 
anything but a Christian, Yet I was thrilled by his 


song, +. 
— ‘*¢ «Too late, too late!’ the people cry, 
‘Jesus of Nazareth has passed by.’ ” 


One of the great bitternesses of shut doors is old 
companions inside, ‘The great sharp sting for the 
outside foolish ones is the might have been of the in- 
side wise ones (Matt. 25 : 34, 46). ‘Two boys boarded 
together who were on modest salaries. One was a 
smoker and the other not. Every time Smoker burned 
money, or treated, Smokeless dropped the same sum 
into atin bank. One day Smokeless said, ‘'I will go 
to Europe on this Y. M. C. A, convention trip if old 
Mahogany will give me a month.” ‘ Y-e-s! where 
will you get the price for Europe ?” laughed his chum. 
‘Got it. Two hundred fifty. Smoke money,” was 
the reply. When the boss heard the facts he gave 
Smokeless eight weeks, ‘‘ Gee,” said Smoker, ‘that 
stung me when I saw what a fool I was. I swore off 
smok‘n' and went to savin’ for the next trip.” And 
when Smokeless told me the story Smoker was still 
piling up smoke money, 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
% 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illusiration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


At the Call.— Watch therefore, for ye know not the 
day nor the hour (Golden Text). There was a small, 
under-witted but faith-filled lad in this country at the 
time of the great meteoric shower of November, 1833. 
When, on every side, men and women were that 
night in terror at the thought that the hour of final 
doom had come, this lad’s mother aroused him from 
his sleep with a cry: “Sandy, Sandy, get up, will . 
you? The Day of Judgment has come.” Instantly 
the boy was alive to the call, and was on his feet 
shouting, ‘‘Glory to God! I’m ready.” In that 
court no superficial professions will pass muster ; we 
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must be ready and watching.—/¥vom The Christian 
tlerald. Sent by N. B. West, Hartferd, Conn, 
The prise for this week is awarded lo this illustra, 
lion. . 


How Would You Live.— Watch therefore, for - 
know not the day nor the hour (Golden Text). Mr. 
Wesley was once asked by a lady: ‘* Suppose that 
you knew you were to die at twelve o'clock to-morrow 
night, how would you spend the intervening time?” 
**How, madam?" he replied. ‘ Why, just as I in- 
tend to spend it now. I should preach this night at 
Gloucester, and again at five to-morrow morning. 
After that I should ride to Tewkesbury, preach in the 
afternoon, and meet the societies in the evening. I 
should then repair to friend Martin’s house, who ex- 
pects to entertain me, converse and pray with the 
tamily as usual, retire to my room at ten o'clock, 
commend myself to my Heavenly Father, lie down 
to rest, and wake up in glory.”—/vom Zion's Her- 
ald. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, 


Good Eating.— /Vatch therefore, for ye know not 
the day nor the hour (Golden Text). gentleman, 
says The Sunday School Chronicle, was once asked 
if he would take some bread and a glass of wine. 
His answer was, ‘* No, I will take some bread and a 
«lass of water.” His friend smilingly answered, 
** Bread and water! That is prison fare.” ‘t No,” 
said he, ‘tnot prison fare, but garrison fare. We 
cannot afford to be off our guard.” ‘* What I say 
unto you, I say unto all, Watch.”"—Sent dy James D. 


Lawson, Charlottetown, P. FE. 1. 


What Light Have You ?—/I"/ex they look their 
lamps, took no otl with them (v. 3). ** Té we live up 
to our light, we are doing all that cau be expected of 
us, Lreckon,”’ said Silas. ‘I don’tknow about that,” 
said Aunt Hannah, ‘The first thing that might be 
expected of a good many of us might be that we 
should have a much better light. If I get a cheap 
lamp and poor oil to save money, and use an un- 
trimmed wick and asmoked chimney because Iam too 
lazy or too careless to put them in order, it isn’t much 
excuse for poor work to say that I am doing it ac- 
cording to my light. My grandmother did her work 
by tallow-dip—the best work she could do by the best 
light she could get—but I have no right to be doing 
tallow-dip work in this age of illumination.”— From 
J. R. Miller, D. D. Sent by Mary &. Watson, 
‘Hartford, Conn, 


Why She Could Not Go In.—/%e dover was shut 
(v. 10), The Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, at the annual 
ineeting of the West London Mission, told the fol- 
lowing story concerning the Guild of Brave Poor 
Things: One evening when the unfortunate mem- 
bers of the guild were having a tea a little girl was 
seen crying bitterly outside the door, A number of 
crutches and sticks were piled in the passage while 
their owners were enjoying themselves inside. On 
being questioned as to the cause of her grief, and 
asked what was the matter, she sobbed and, pointing 
to the crutches, she said, ‘‘ That's it; there ain't 
nothing the matter with me, and I can't go in unless 
there is."" Usn't that what keeps many out of the 
kingdom ? They think there is nothing the matter 
with them, and Christ came not to heal the hale but 
the sick. He came not to call the righteous but 
sinners to repentance. To the halt and the blind 
and the needy there is an ever-open door.— Sent dy 
HW. Hetherington, Plumstead, Ss. b., England, 


% 


Oriental Lesson - Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the Anglo- 
American Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 


EN wirgins, who took their lamps, and went to 
meet the bridegroom (v. 1). The parable seems 
to point to the ancient Oriental custom of hav- 

ing the marriage and wedding feast in the house of 
the bridegroom's parents. ‘The bride was an ac- 
quired possession who was brought there to be under 
the direction of her mother-in-law, and to be hence- 
forth identified with that family. On the day of the 

arriage the house is given up to the women and 
their preparations, the robing of the bride, the deco- 
rating of the house, and the furnishing of the mar- 
riage + upper. 

Whele the bridegroom tarried (v. 5). The bride- 
groom on that day is absent at the house of a rela- 
tive or intimate friend. Invited guests and relatives 
assemble there in the evening, and after some hours 
spent in complimentary speeches and salutations, 
the recitation of poems in praise of the bridegroom 
and his parents, along with music and light refresh- 

lents, the bridegroom indicates, in compliance with 
lis mother’s supper instructions, his intention to 
ward. Usually from ten to twelve at 
night the procession is formed, led by torch-bearers, 

ose issuing from the reception room being furnished 
with candles and lanterns as they move through the 
I ts and lanes of the town. 


nove home 


dark stree 
lumbered and slept (v. 5). In the house 


s 
bride was waiting all preparations were 
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completed, and the hour grew late. The virgins had 
nothing to do, as their task was to stand near the en- 
trance or in the lane to give a welcome of lights and 
smiles to the bridegroom and his attendants. When 
the hour came, they had only to arise and hasten 
with their lamps to the place of reception. 


Behold, the bridegroom! (v. 6.) On the flat roofs 
and garden terraces and balconies of the houses 
along the route a crowd has been waiting to watch 
the procession, and the women raise a peculiar undu- 
lating cry, which gives notice to those farther on of 
what 1s at hand, Down in the street the stillness of 
the night, the slow pees of the procession, the jets of 
light held in many hands, the rows of faces looking 
down from houses and garden walls, the shrill, 
wavering cry of the women, and the starry sky over 
all, blend together to form a picturesque and im- 
pressive scene. 

Arose, and trimmed their lamps (v. 7). To remove 
the cinder that forms at the end of the wick in lamps 
burning olive oil. 

Our lamps are going out (v. 8). Small earthen- 
ware vessels like a shallow cup, or covered saucer, 
holding only a small quantity of oil. Usually each 
lamp has one wick, but some have three or four or 
more openings. 

Go ye rather to them that sell (v. 9). It seemed 
unsympathetic, but the reason for which they were 
there admitted of no discussion or compromise; 
namely, to offer the guidance and welcome of bright 
lamps on the arrival of the bridegroom. ‘The condi- 
tions were those of village life, the oil-seller having 
for his shop aroom in his dwelling-house. The knock- 
ing that finally awakened him would also arouse the 
neighbors, and questions had fo be asked and an- 
swered, and sympathy offered and courteously re- 
plied to. 


They that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage feast; and the door was shut (vy. 10). The 
word ‘‘ready" is feminine in the Greek, and refers 
to the other five virgins. Some of those with the 
bridegroom would also enter, but the rest merely 
formed an escort of honor, Etiquette requires imime- 
diate withdrawal and dispersion when the door is 
reached, so as not to appear to be seeking an invita- 
tion. There was thus no interval between the ar- 
rival at the house and the shutting of the door. 

Lord, Lord, open tous (vy. 11) ‘They were light- 
bearers, when the need of illumination no longer 
existed. Christ’s hearers had often heard of the ycke 
of the kingdom as of a burden to be borne that in- 
volved merit, but it was new to hear of its service as 
a privilege that could be forfeited by thoughtlessness 
and delay, and in which disqualification became the 
supreme regret otf life. 

ALEXANDRIA, Eoyprt, 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee that thou hast impressed upon us in thy Word the 
necessity for preparedness. Grant, we pray thee, that we 
may not move blindly through careless days, but :ather in 
faith and joy hoid ourselves in readiness for the appearing 
of our blessed Lord. May we not live as those who do not 
expect his coming, but as those who eagerly await him. 
Teach us the place of watchfulness in our lives, and may 
we not hear with consternation any call to service in the 
meeting of duties that come upon us without warning. 
This we ask in the name of him who has given us ample 
assurance of his return, Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Boys, can any of you tell me 
whatis the Scout motto? Yes, ‘t Be prepared.” That 
doesn’t mean simply to be prepared for a ‘‘ hike,” or 
to have your cooking outfit in good shape, or to know 
the Scout rules so that you can say them without a 
mistake whenever called upon, It means all this, of 
course, but it means that a fellow ought to live in a 
spirit of readiness for whatever may come. Life will 
be full of sudden occurrences, and there isn’t much 
time to get realy if you are not ready beforehand. 
You wouldn't think that a good Scout is really pre- 
pared if he should start to build a camp-tire, and then 
find he had no matches, It isn’t pleasant to have to 
borrow at such a time as that. No, every one pre- 
fers to be prepared, but in some things we do not act 
as if that were true. Some of us, when company 
comes, have to do a lot of hurried, hard work in order 
to get ready for the unexpected guest, and even then 
we might not care to have the guest go into every 
room in the house. Is there anything in your life or 
in mine to-day that makes us feel that we would not 
exactly like to have the Lord Jesus appear just at this 
moment? There might be some things that we would 
like to get rid of first; some things that we would like 
to improve upon; some things that we are pretty sure 
would not signify any readiness on our part to be 
with him. One thing we may be sure of—that God 
doesn’t explain to us the times nor the seasons when 
he intends to do certain things for us, or to call us for 
‘tain duties. He has kept within his own knowl- 
dge the time of our Lord’s return to this earth. No 
mau kaows what that time is, but when he comes, 
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what about our condition to receive him if he should 
come during our lifetime? In this parable Jesus 
tells of how many virgins? How many were wise ? 
How many were foolish ? 

WISE 


FIV FOOLISH 


IN WHICH GROUP WOULD | HAVE BEEN? 














There is a great difference between the wise and 
the foolish. Judging from this parable, it would 
seem that it is very foolish indeed not to be prepared 
for the coming of the Lord. ‘Tell me, please, the 
Golden Text. Yes, we can say it very well. Now, 
let us pray that God will enable us to (ve in just 
that spirit. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

“ 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 


Psaim book * Bible Songs."’) 

‘* Awake, my soul, stretch every Psalm 150: 1-7. 

nerve.”’ (281 : 

‘Down life's dark vale we wander."’  pgalin 62 : 1-12. 

‘*My soul, be on thy guard.” (122 : 1, 3, 6.) 
‘* Rejoice, all ye believers."’ Psal : 

** Watchman, tell us of the night."* *54'™ 119 + 145-149. 


t. 3 4) 


‘*When Jesus comes to reward his (258: t, 2.) 
servants.” Psalm 4: 5, 8. 
‘Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ (6 : 5:.6.) 
‘**Vet there is room’: the Lamb’s Psalm 95: 7. 8. 
bright hall of song.’’ (192: 1. 2.) 


. % 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE general program of a village wedding in Pal- 
‘estine is almost the same in Ig14 as it was when 
Matthew wrote down from memory the Mas- 
ter’s story of a wedding nineteen centuries ago. At 
Ramallah, for example, a town a few miles north of 
Jerusalem, we may see a procession of friends going 
with a bridegroom to escort the bride from her old to 
her new home. 

The streets of Ramallah are mere alleys and lanes. 
In order to see well what is going on we must mount 
to the roof of one of the little stone houses beside the 
road, where we can look over other people’s heads. 

‘rhe space down before us is filled with men wear- 
ing long robes and cloaks of homespun woolen stuff, 
just such as people hereabouts commonly wore in the 
first century. Some wear also old-fashioned turbans, 
some the more modern Turkish fez of red felt. The 
most conspicuous man in the group is singing a song, 
tossing a turban into the air, and catching it as he 
sings, while others keep time by clapping their 
hands. ‘The bridegroom is in the rear, riding a 
very small donkey—so small as to be almost entirely 
hidden by the chorus of neighbors, 

Other people besides ourselves have realized that 
a housetop is the best spot for a spectator ; a roof at 
our right is crowded with men and buys, Still others 
who live in the vicinity have come out from their 
houses into the sunny street to gaze and listen. 

It was a procession like this which (in the story) 
the bride’s girl friends were to meet as they ap- 
proached the bride’s home, but in that case it was an 
evening celebration. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* Bridegroom 
friends going to fetch the bride, Ramallah.” 


and 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practival help in making 
the lesson-places real. Forty-eight places are to be visited 
in 1914. ‘The forty-eight stereographs cost $8, and if all are 
ordered at one tiie a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘I'welve places are visited and described during the third 
quarter; the cost of stereographs, $2. ‘The three for Septem- 
ber alone cost 50 cents. Less than three in one order, 20 
centseach. Stereoscopes. 85 centseach. Lantern slides of 
the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at once prices are: plain slides, 40 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored, $1. Postage or express 
is prepaid on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Waluut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 


By Lee McCrae 
37. A Bible Verse for the Woods 


HERE is a verse in the Bible that I always say 
to myself every time I go tothe woods. It is 
‘Touch not, taste not, handle not.” 

Your mother has told you never to eat any growing 
plant except the food-plants growing in the garden 
—our familiar friends—has she not? And when you 
started for the woods she told you to be very careful 


So th dea 








at 








. who were invited to a wedding. 





LESSON FOR SEPT. 13 (Matt. 25 : 1-13) 


and not handle any strange vines or weeds? 
Why? Yes, she was afraid they would 
poison you; that is, make your skin sick 
even to touch them. 

You see that as long as people have lived 
in this world with plants there are still some 
that we do not understand, and many more 
that we know are good for some things— 
like tanning leather—but not fit to handle or 
to put into our mouths, 

One of these is poison ivy. It has a leaf 
of three parts fastened to one stem, and I 
always think one part says ‘‘ touch not,’’ the 
next says ‘‘taste not,’’? and the other one 
‘thandle not.’? Put up three fingers, play 
they are poison leaves, and say the verse. 

(Repeat until familiar. ) 

Now those words were not put into the 
Bible to teach us about peison ivy, but it is 
a good way for us to remember, isn’t it? 
There are many three-parted leaves that are 
not poison to us, but whenever you see a 
three-leaved vine in the woods it is better to 
be safe and let it alone. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
* 
For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHIING,—A good watch- 
man is always ready, 

Before the Lesson.—Do firemen 
know just when an alarm will ring? In 
every large city they must be always ready 
to start ata moment’s notice, City children 
understand how the men and horses or 
auto-engines are always ready when the 
signal is given. Engineers and motormen 
must be always watching, ready to obey the 
conductor’s bell or whistle or wave of his 
hand. Did you ever think that telephone 
girls and telegraph boys must be ready to 
receive or send messages ? 

Policemen stand at the crowded crossings 
of city streets, Everybody should watch and 
listen for the signals which mean to stop or 
Start, 

Along the shores of oceans or lakes light- 
houses and bells give their signals to guide 
and warn the ships and steamboats. Many 


signals are given by bells or by lights. Every | 


bell. should ring clearly, and every signal 
light should shine brightly, 
The lights which God has placed in the 


_ sky are guides to travelers in the country or | 
**God made | 


on the wide sea, Repeat: 
two great lights,’’ ** He made the stars also,’’ 
‘‘}ie maketh his sun to rise.’? All these 
help to show the right way, and guard peo- 
ple from accident or harm, 

Talk of lights most familiar to your chil- 
dren in their homes, on the streets or roads, 
in the stores, etc, Every railroad engine 


and street-car must have its bell or gong | 


and a bright headlight ; every auto and bi- 


..cycle must sound a bell or show a light; 


every ship must blow its whistle and show 
green and red lights ; red lanterns must be 
hung near every dangerous spot, like piles 
of lumber and sand, or a hole in the street. 
Did you ever think how many people must 


* be watching, and how many lights must be 


kept burning all night long, and the watch- 
men must be ready to answer signals? 
Somebody must take care of the lights that 
they may keep burning. 

Lesson Story.—One evening as Jesus and 
his disciples were going back to Bethany to 
stay for the night they sat down to rest on 
the Mount of Olives. The disciples had 
heard Jesus talking that day about tke king- 
dom which was coming, so while they were 
resting they asked ; ** When will your king- 
dom come?’’ Jesus said: ‘*No one can 
tell. You must be ready and watch, for ye 
know not the day nor the hour.” ‘Then 
Jesus told a story about some young women 
The Bible 
story calls them ‘** The Ten Virgins.’? They 
had been invited to join the wedding party 
or procession when the bridegroom ca:ne 
along the road. Each was to carry a light 
burning brightly, just as bridesmaids carry 
flowers at our weddings. They all started 
with their lamps burning to meet the bride- 
groom, who was expected soon. 

He didn’t come as early as they exvected. 
While they waited some of them rested or 
slept. When they awoke and heard a call, 
‘** The bridegroom is come,’’ they found some 
lamps burning dimly, and some had gone 
out, for the oil was all gone. Five, who 
w-re wise, had carried extra oil to fill their 
lamps, but the other five had brought no 
extra oil, They could not walk in the pro- 
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cession with cut their lamps, They trimmed 
their lamps and asked the wise virgins to 
give them oil, but they answered, ‘‘ Not so, 
lest there be not enough for us and you; go 
and buy some for yourselves.’’ 

How they hurried, for the time was short ! 
While they were gone the bridegroom came, 
and the procession moved on to the house, 
and the wise virgins went in. ‘Then the 
door was shut. By the time the five foolish 
virgins got back they could not get in. They 
called, ‘* Lord, Lord, open to us,’’ but the 
answer came, ‘I say unto you, I know you 
not. . You should have been ready and 
watching.’’ How disappointed they were 
not to attend the wedding ! 

Jesus told his disciples that many people 
who were not ready could not be in his 
kingdom. ‘* Watch, therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour,”’ 

After the Story.—One day Jesus said to 
his disciples, ‘* Let your light shine,’’ Ile 
wants every child to ‘let his light shine.’’ 
We may sing about it: 


** Jesus bids us shine with a clear, pure lighi!— 

Like a little candle, burning in the night ; 

In this world is darkness, so we must shine, 

You in your small corner, and [| in mine."’ 

(Songs for Little People, 60 cents, Pilgrim Press, 

and many other books.) 

The Bible verses which we learn are like 
lights in our hearts, King David said : 
‘*Thy Word is a lamp nnto my feet and a 
light unto my path,.’’ 

Hand Work.—You may draw an open 
Bible or a candle or a bell, and write one 
word, ** Watch,’’ Older children may add, 
** Be ready.” 


CHICAGO. 
> 4 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. Oriental marriages. 
2. ‘The parable. 
3. Being ready. 
(1) What being ready means. 
(2) For what are we to be ready? 
(3) How can we be ready ? 
(4) Penalty of not being ready. 





ee girls I know were attending a 
house-party when the hast and hostess 
were suddenly called away to a distant 

So the girls volunteered to keep house. 

‘They calculated that the hostess would be 
absent for a week, and for those seven days 
they had a royal good time, and did practi- 
| Cally no housework, The day the host and 
| hostess were expected the girls rose early, 
and swept and dusted the house thoroughly, 
but the travelers did not return. The next 
day a telegram came stating that they would 
not return until the end of the second week. 
So again, for the intervening days, work 
ended and frolics were resumed. On the 
stated day of the arrival, however, all the 
| girls again rose early and ‘‘hustled,’’ and 
the hostess was delighted to find her house 
immaculate. Because those girls knew the 
day of their hosts’ return, they were ready 
for them, but had the travelers returned un- 
expectedly they might not have received 
commendation, 


| City. 





concerned about the, return. 

Older people, too, are frequently caught 
not ready when something comes: a ‘* cold 
snap’? comes unexpectedly, and they have 
| forgotten to supply coal and wood. Or an 
| invitation comes to do something pleasant, 

but it cannot be accepted because work 

which has been neglected must now be done. 

Or an opportunity is offered to qualify for a 
| splendid position, but examination time is 

too near to make up for neglected or super- 
| ficial study in school, Sometimes we plan 

to do work at the last minute, and then that 
, time is unexpectedly required for something 
| else, and our work must go undone. 


| Christian lives aceording to the way those 


| girls worked. ‘They all declare that they 
| desire their last days to be given to Jesus 
| Christ, but we are not given time warnings. 
| It was to warn his disciples about being 
ready in this most important way thatJesus told 
| them the parable which we study to-day. It 
| is the story of an Oriental marriage, and this 
| ceremony was very different from those we 
| have witnessed. 

1. Now explain the Oriental marriage. 


| Picture the preparation of the bride and 


| bridegroom. Explain about the procession 
j and the virkins with their lamps. Show a 
' picture of the kind of lamp used. Picture 


Had they done each day’s | 
work in its time they would not have been | 


| There are some people who plan to live | 








the feast and the closed door, and explain 
the reason for it. ' 

2. Then read the parable of the Ten Vir- 
gins, and give short, rapid questions merely 
to insure careful reading and to recall) de- 
tails, 

3. Being Ready, Note that all those vir- 
gins started out happy and with lamps 
hghted. 
slept to wait for the shouts of the approach- 
ing crowd accompanying the groom. ‘There 
is no division yet among the ten into wise 
and foolish maidens, It was not until the 
call came that the foolishness appeared, In 
what did their foolishness consist? Being 
ready is being wise; it is foolishness not to 
be ready. ‘Those who. were ready were re- 
warded ; they always are rewarded, Mark 
and memorize Matthew 25 : 13. Let the 


All turned their Jamps low and | 





girls see that watching does not exclude | 


physical sleep, but it emphasizes spiritual 
wakefulness, 

For what are we to be ready? Mlustrate 
being ready for the next higher thing in work, 
school, and in God’s service. 

How are we to be ready? By faithful, 
conscientious work in assigned tasks, and 
alertness for opportunity to do more and 
better work. Illustrate to suit your own 
girls how and for what we are to watch to 
be ready when Jesus comes, 

The penalty of not being ready. Discuss 
the effort of the foolish ones to obtain oil, 
Explain why it could.not be given. 
spiritual life, which is oil for our lamps, 
must last throughout all-our years, Once a 
prophet had a vision of a candlestick, ‘The 
oil for it was supplied by pipes which led to 
the olive-tree. There could be no doubt 
that that source of supply would never fail. 


The inexhaustible source of our spiritual | 


life is Jesus Christ. Daily, even houly, 
calls to him for strength, and daily living ac- 
cording to his will, will keep our lamps 
always ready whenever the King should call 
us to his feast. Each, morning as you find 
yourself ready for breakfast ask yourself also, 
** Am I ready for to-day’s lessons or to-dav’s 
work? But do not fail to ask yourself, ** Is 
my ‘lamp’ filled from Jesus Christ, and am 
I ready for him.”’ 
Home Work on. Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Matthew 25 : 31-46. | For what else 
are we responsible besides the'things we do? 
Who are symbolized by the sheep? Why? 
Who by the goats? Why? 

Read Matthew 13: 24-30. When does 
the time of judgment and separation come ? 

Read Matthew 10 : 32:42. What motive 
must underlie our good works? 

Memorize Matthew 20 :' 45. 
these services not great and ‘difficult ones? 
Is there any message in that for you? 

PHILADELPHIA; 


% 
Pucker’s ‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


- HAT is to-day’s lesson about? ”’ 
teacher asked me, and I told him 
it was. about another wedding, 

like we had three weeks ago, only this story 

was about what happened outside instead of 
inside. 

Carl said it was part of the teachings Jesus 
gave to the crowd on that Tuesday of feast 
week, only now he had left the temple and 
gone over to the Mount of Olives. 

Bert had studied up their wedding customs, 
and told how the bridegroom and his friends 
always came to the bride’s house in a big 
procession, This was a good chance for 
teacher to show us the lesson-picture,1 for it 
was a photograph of a wedding procession 
just like the one in the lesson, only this one 
was not long ago, and was in the daytime. 
We couldn’t hardly see the bridegroom, but 
the people all seemed to be having more tun 
than we do at a charivari, 

Then we took up the meaning of the story, 


and teacher wrote on the board what each 
It went like | 


part stood for as we told him. 
this : 





Wedding—Christ’s Return. 
Bridegroom—Christ. 
Virgins—Professing Christians. 
Lam ps—Outward Christian Life. 
Oil—The Indwelling Holy Spirit 











Iie told how Christ is coming by and by 


1 See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 528 in 
this issue. 


The | 


by Ma every day,’’ teacher replied, ‘*‘then you may 


*« 
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to receive the church os a bride, and all sit 
down to the marriage supper of the Lamb, 
and that we are now supposed to be waiting 
and watching for him. Ile made out how 
we must let our lights shine by our good 
works and godly lives, like itsavs in Matthew 

: 16,¢*So let your light shine before men.”’ 

**What two classes of professing Chiris- 
tians are represented by the two kinds of 
virgins ?’’ came next. 

We couldn’t seem to get the right answer, 
so he brought out two lamps and set them 
on our class-table. One was a little glass- 
bowled hand-lamp; the other a big, old- 
fashioned student lamp with an oil-tank up 
high and a little pipe running down to the 
wick, The little lamp was empty, only the 
wick had been soaked a little while in oil. 
The other lamp was full, 

Teacher Jit them both, and said they rep- 


_ resented two young men joining the church ; 


| both were letting their light shine. 


Then 
he let on that after a while they both got 


| careless, and he turned both lights dewn 








| 
| 
| 
| 


lew. ‘* They have forgotten to watch,’’ he 
explained. ‘* They all slumbered and slept.’’ 

‘¢ Suppose the Lord should come now,’’ 
he asked, ‘* what would happen?’’ So he 
turned them both up. The student lamp 
was instantly as bright as ever, but the little 
empty one only smoked and sputtered. 

Do you see now ?”’ teacher asked us, ‘*A 
boy might think he had become a Christian 
when he had but come into slight touch with 
saving grace, yet for a time his life might 
appear all right. But the only way to be 
really saved from sin and to be ready for the 
Lord’s appearing is to be in constant touch 
with the inexhaustible supplies of grace in 
the Holy Spirit. Christ in you is the only 
hope of glory,’’ 

**What, then, is the warning of this les- 
son?’’ he asked Fred, who had that for his 
home question, Fred answered that he 
heard his father say it was a warning against 
halfway Christianity, a profession without 
really receiving Christ into the heart, 

Teacher agreed with that all right. THe 
thinks that’s why so many who start.out as 
Christians don’t hold out. He says if there 
is one thing he is anxious about for us it is 
that we might every one ‘be filled with all 
the fulness of God’’; for if any of his class 
should let their lights die out, and not be 
ready when the Lord comes, he thinks it 
would almost spoil heaven for him, he would 
feel so sorry and ashamed. 

**] don’t see how you can tell if you’re 
safe or not,’’ declared Bulldog. 

‘*If you are really drawing strength from 
Christ and letting him keep you from sin 


be sure his power will not fail youat the last ; 
and how grand it will be when the great 
testing-time comes to find that his grace is 
sufficient,’’ 

‘Teacher says the next lesson is about 
choosing up sides, and these are the ques- 
tions he gave out: What event does Jesus 
refer to by this lesson? Explain how an 
Eastern shepherd separated the sheep from 
the goats. Why does God let good and bad 
mingle together until the judgment day? 
What does Jesus make the test of disciple- 
ship? Why is this a good test? In what 
way is what we do to Christ’s disciples done 
to him? Can we escape eternal punishment 
by doing helpful deeds ? 


Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


I. Beginning. 

Another wedding story. 

What is to-day’s lesson about? 

How does it differ from the last wedding 
we studied about ? 

When was this parable told ? 

Where was Jesus at this time ? 

How did they conduct a wedding ii those 
days? (Show picture.) 

Il. Meaning of the Parable. 

What wedding is Jesus really thinking of ? 

Who is the bridegroom ? 

Who are represented by the virgins ? 

What is your lamp ? 

What does the oil stand for? (Blackboard 
diagram. ) 

III. Zwo Classes of Church-Members. 

What two classes of professing Chris:ians 
are represented by the vitgins ? (!llus- 
trate with two lamps. Col. 1: 27 ) 

What warning does this lesson give ? 

Does this show a reason why some converts 
do not hold out? 

How can yon tell whether you have oil 
enough or not? 


1V. Home Work. 
A written question for each boy to look up. 
WeEstT TERRE Haute, IND. 
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THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Readiness and Watchfulness 


FTER the story of the widow’s two 
mites the visit of the Greeks to Christ 
seems to have taken place (John 12; 

20-36), with which should be studied the 
solemn summary of Christ’s rejection by the 
Jewish nation (John 12 : 37-50). ‘Then fol- 





Jerusalem and the end of the world as Christ | 


sat with his disciples on the Mount of Olives 
on the Tuesday afternoon of Passion Week 
(Matt, 24; Mark 13; Luke 21), Afterward 
came the three parables of Matthew 25, as 
an application of the preceding discourses, 
The first of these is the present lesson 
(25 : I-13), the second has already been con- 
sidered in connection with Lesson 4 (25 : 


14-30), and the third will come before us | 


next week, All three refer to the future, 
and are concerned with the coming of the 


upon, They are three parables of judg- 
ment; they give three pictures of Christ; 
and they suggest three aspects of life. Care 
should be taken in regard to the details of 
this parable, and special, if not sole, atten- 
tion given to the one lesson emphasized by 
Christ in verse 13. See Stevens and Burton's 
** TIanrmony of the Gospels,’’ Sections 129- 
131 (Scribners, $1) ; Riddle’s ** Outline Har- 
mony,’’ Section 126-131 (The Sunday 
School ‘limes Co., 10 cents and 25 cents); 
Croscup’s ‘* Ilistorical Charts,’’ Sections 
143 146 (The Sunday School Times Co., $1); 
Stirling’s ** Atlis of the Life of Christ,’’ 
page 26, Nos, 27--31 (Revell, 40 cents) ; 
Volimer’s **Modern Student’s Life of Christ,’’ 
pages 222-226 (Revell, $1). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—RKead verse 1. Careful consid- 
eration should be given to the first word, 
**'Then,’’ which shows that the parable is to 
be linked closely with the preceding chap- 
ter, of which it is a further application. <A 
point of time is thus indicated. Again it 
should be noted that 
heaven’”’ is not to be identified with the 
church ; otherwise there would be nothing 
but confusion. The kingdom in its full, 
true meaning, as here implied, is of course 
still future. 


out. Weddings are celebrated at night, 
sometimes in the house of the bride’s father, 


the ‘‘kingdom of 


Friday.—Read verses 8, 9. At this point 
the difference between the prudent and the 
unprudent virgins isseen, The latter recog- 
nized that in the delay their lamps were going 
out, and as they had no additional supply of 
oil they naturally asked the wise virgins to 
give them some, to which the obvious an- 


" | swer came that it was impossible, since there 
lowed the discourses on the destruction of 


would not be enough for both, They were 
invited to go and buy for themselves. Here 
again we see the important point which ap- 
pears to be emphatic in the parable, the ne- 
cessity of possessing a reserve. While the 
foolish virgins thought that the oil in their 
lamps would be sufficient, the wise took the 
precaution of having oil both a and zwith 
their lamps.. It would seem as though it 
suggests a reserve of spiritual vitality, a re- 
serve of faith, hope, and love whicl: will en- 


| able us to be ready for every emergency. 


; | Young converts often begin well, and then 
Lord and the judgment consequent there- | 


sometimes in the house of the bridegroom, | 


the bridegroom providing the necessary en- 
tertainment (Judg, 14:10; John 2:9, 10). 
Virgins are friends of the bride who escort 
the bridegroom to the scene of the wedding. 
The underlying idea of joy associated with 
the coming of the Lord should not be over- 
looked. 

7uesday.—Read verses 2-4. The 
** foolish’? means ** imprudent,’ and ‘wise 
means **prudent.’’ ‘They all took their 
lamps, or torches, but the wise had an ad- 
ditional supply of oil together with their 
lamps. ‘This, as we shall see later, seems 
to be a special point of the parable. Oil is 
frequently regarded as a symbol of the Holy 


word 
”” 


Spirit in the heart and life of God’s people, | 


and is found in various connections (see 
Exod. 30 3-353 Psa. 46:7; Zech. 43 
John 3: 343 Rom. 8:93 1 John 2: 27). 
Wednesday.—Read verse §. The tarry- 
ing of the bridegroom is perhaps a sugges- 
tion of our Lord’s delay in coming, and the 
consequent impossibility of knowing exactly 
when the event would take place. It 
is also. significant that all the virgins 
**slumbered and slept.’? They grew drowsy 


groom. Does it not seem impossible to re- 


fail because conversion is not followed by 
consecration and continuance. Impulses, 
feeling, and even resolutions, may be good 
in themselves, but by themselves they are 
bad. The great need is of principles and 
powers, Nothing is more striking than the 
words, ** Ile that endureth to the end, the 
same shall be saved.’’ Note also in a Con- 
cordance the word ‘* continue.’’ 


Saturday, — Read verses 10-12. It has 
been suggested that the folly of these five 
virgins is shown by their going away to buy 
oil at midnight when the merchants would 
be asleep, and that therefore they should 
have joined the procession with their dark 
lamps, since it would be better to go in to 
the wedding in disgrace than to be shut out 
entirely. Opinions will differ as to whether 
this is a fair implication, because the advice 
of the five wise virgins seems to have been 
given quite naturally .(v. 9). 

But in any case, while they were away the 
bridegroom ‘came, and those who were ready 
went in with him to the feast, and the door 
was shut. When the other virgins came 
begging to be allowed to enter, the bride- 
groom answered, ‘*I know you not.’’ The 
question has often been raised whether the 
five foolish virgins represent unconverted 
people, or Christians. If the former, then 


= , © the shutting of the door means that they lost 
The figure of a marriage is | 
quite Eastern, as authorities frequently point | 


the opportunity of their own happiness in 
the presence of the bridegroom. If the 
latter, then it means that while all ten 
were ‘‘virgins,’’—that is, ‘*disciples,’’—- 
five were unfaithful, and lost un-peakable 
privileges which they would have other- 
wise enjoyed. Those who take 


distinguish between ‘*I know you not’’ 


of verse 12, and **I never knew you”’ of 


Matthew 7 : 23. 


This is the 
special application made by 


Sunday.—Read verse 13. 
definite and 


| dren an acrostic 








Questions for Further Study 


1. Watching. uv connection with chil- 
has sometimes been made 
on the word ** Watch’’ by emphasizing the 
need of watching our 


Words, 

Actions, 

Thoughts, 

C.mpanions, 

ear 

But it is noteworthy that in the New ‘lesta- 
ment no trace can be found of an object to 
this word ** Watch.’’ We are not told what 
we are to watch. Certainly not Satan. 
which would distract us; certainly not sin. 
which would depress us; certainly not cir- 
cumstances, which would discourage us; 
and certainly not self, which would divert 
us. It is probably due to the fact that we 
are to watch Clirist, to be occupied with him, 
for in his light, in occupation with him, shall 
we see light on all things that we need. 

2. The Coming of Christ. There are four 
aspects of his coming, either stated or im- 
plied, in our lesson: (1) It is certain, (2) 
It will be unexpected. (3) It wili be joyous 
for the prepared (figure of a wedding). (4) 
It will be solemn for the unready. 

3. Zhe Attitude of the Believer at the 
Coming. One of the most searching thoughts 
of the New Testament is the evident possi- 
bility of the coming of the Lord not being an 
occasion of joy and satisiaction, This is no 
question of salvation, which is all along of 
divine grace, but of faithfulness in the Chiis- 
tian life. Thus we are told to abide, so that 
we Shall not be ‘*ashamed’’ when Christ 
comes (I John 2: 28). Surely this thought 
of the possibility of ‘*shame’’ implies that 
there will be some who, while not afraid or 
fearing about their salvation, will neverthe- 
less be unable to meet their Lord with con- 
fidence because they have been unfaithful 
since their conversion. This is only one 
passage out of several that indicates the 
possibility of servants of Christ being un- 
ready for their Master’s coming. As a Chris- 
tian once said on his death-bed, ‘* My soul 
is saved, but my life is lost.’’ 

4. The outstanding lesson of the whole 
passage seems to be the danger of a second- 
hand or borrowed religion, We must beware 
of living on past experiences, or of resting in 
the opinions of others, or of being content 
with mere zesthetic associations in worship. 


‘Our religion must come direct from God, at 


this view | 


Christ, who now speaks as the Judge rather | 


than as the bridegroom. See also chapter 
24 : 36, 42, 44. ‘The call to ** watch’’ means 
that we are to be always prepared, not nec- 


essarily always thinking about Christ and | 


literally watching for his appearing, which 
would be impossible, but having the life pre- 
pared so that when he comes we shall be 
indeed ready. The appeal for watchfulness 
seems to be associated closely with the be- 
liever, not the unbeliever, forin chapter 24: 
40 the one is left only as the result of un- 
watchfulness. ‘This duty implies a heart 
already awakened by divine grace, and as 


| none but disciples were present on this oc- 


casion it would appear that the exhortation 
was (to them alone (see Luke 17 : 22, 34; I 
Thess. § : 10). The only distinction is one 


; ; : ; | of watchfulness, so that probably both divi- 
and fell asleep as they waited for the bride- | 


sions represent believers, since between be- 


| liever and unbeliever the gulf is far wider. 


gard this slumbering as necessarily sinful ? | 


Yet, of course, great care must be taken not 
to over-emphasize such details. 

Thursday.—Read verses 6, 7. When the 
midnight cry came, ** Behold, the bride- 
groom,’’ and all were urged to go forth and 
meet him, every virgin arose and trimmed 
her lamp. 
ten are exactly alike, 
Greek the phrase, ‘* to meet’’ (see also verse 
1), was used in connection with the recep- 
tion of a newly arrived dignitary (Mait. 8 : 
343 John 12:13; 2 Thess. 4 : 17). 


Here again we observe that ail | 
It is said that in late | 


| 


It is hardly possible that an unbeliever can | 


watch for the return of Christ. Only as we 
love him are we likely to watch. The three 
passages closely a-sociated in chapter 24: 
37-51 also point to the disciples of Christ, 
and not to the world (see Mark 13 : 35. 373 
Rev. 3: 2). The reason why we are to 
watch is that we do not know the day nor 
the hour when our Master may come. Life 
is full of crises. Emerson says, ‘* Every day 
is a doomsday.” Emergencies test and re- 
veal us, and the supreme crisis is the coming 
of Ciirist, which may be at any time, 


| means work and effort. Ask 


| first-hand, and the supply must be continu- 
| ally received. 


Paul speaks of the ‘* supply 
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ’’ (Phil, 1:19; 
see also 2 Pet. 1: 3, 43 and then 5-11). 

5. his passage is of course ably dealt 
with in the four best known books on the 
parables, to which reference has been fre- 
quently made in former lessons : ** Notes on 
the Parables ‘of Our Lord,’’ by Richard C., 
Trench (Reveil, $1) ; ** The Parables of Our 
Saviour,’’ by Dr. W. M. ‘Taylor (Doran, 60 


cents); ** A Study of the Parables,’’ by Miss | 


A. R. Habershon (C. C. Cook, $1.50); 
‘©The Parables of Our Lord,’’ by Dr. Marcus 
Dod (Doran, 60 cents). 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











September 7 to 13 


Mon. Matt. 25: 1-13. The Ten Virgins. 
The danger we all face is forgetfulness. 


So controlled are we by the things of the | 


hour and moment that we forget the coming 
days. Ile who is forehanded is always alert 
and ready. The foolish virgins were foolish 
because they acted foolishly, not so much in 
what they did as in that which they failed 
to do. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for power to 
do. The good intentions of our lives are 
not cnougn to help us in our hours of real 
need, We must prav 
trimmed and burning, and this prayer 
the Master to 
help us overcome the temptation of delayand 
postponement, Pray for promptness, 


Tues.—Matt. 7: 15-23. Rejected. 

** Rejected,’’ what 
word. LI once heard the story of an immi- 
grant who had come to this country to join 
his son. He was rejected’ because of an in- 
curable disease. 
The son 


| Horsford’s Acid Phosphate in a 


fo Auve our lamps | 


a sad, heartrending | 


My friend said it was one | 
| of the saddest sights of his life. 
| would have given his life for his father, but ' 


AUG. 2, 





Remove the Cause 


oO. 
SUMMER 
LANGUOR 







lass of cold water makes a 
ealthful and invigorating 
drink. An invaluable tonic, a 
delightful beverage and one of 
the best restorers when the 
oa flag and the spirits 


roop. 
HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 
(Non-Alcoholic) 








he could not, 
passport. 

PRAYER SuGGEstTions: Pray for wisdom 
to know God's will, and then for will-powes 
to dott. Pray for the hubitual victory of 
every day. Ask God to help you overcome 
the sins of delay and disobedience. Ask for 
| the obedient and prompt spirit. Pray for 
immediate victory over temptation and sin, 
Wed.—Isa. 52: 7-15. The Voice of Watchmen. 

‘The word of peace from the watchman is 
no more welcome to a troubled city than 
pleasant and cheering words are to those who 
have often heard unpleasant ones. ‘Ile 
always had a good word for and about every 
| one,’’ spoke a friend of another. What a 

wonderful testimony! Let us be bearers of 
good tidings. 
| PRAYER SuGGEsTions: Thank God for 
| the spirit and blessing of gratitude, Some 
| people always have, hold, and make friends 
| because they are grateful, Ask God for the 
thankful .pirit. Praise God from awaking 
till sleep. Rise with a song in your heart if 
not upon your lips. Letyour morning pub- 
lic prayer be full of thanksgiving. 
Thurs.—"-ph. 6: 10-20, Armed Watchfulness. 

Strength and power are in, these verses, 
** Strong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might.’’ ‘The whole armor of God is 
needed. Truth for armor, righteousness for 
a breastplate, the gospel of peace for shoes, 
faith for a shield, salvation for a helmet, and 
God’s Word the sword. These with prayer 
make a complete armor. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God for more 
faithfulness in the full use of the Chris- 
tian’s armor. Pray also for victory over 
Satan, the arch enemy of the soul who seeks 
everywhere and always toconquer us, Pray 
jor a deeper realization of the value and 
meaning of prayer. Pray for watchfulness 
and perseverance, 

Fri.—Rom. 8: 18-25. Earnest Expectation. 

Nothing inthe life of a child surpasses an- 
ticipation, and as we grow in faith we be- 
come more and more childlike in our aspira- 
tion and expectation. We know that ‘‘eye 
} hath not seen nor ear heard the things which 
| God hath prepared for them that love him.’’ 
| And such faith means earnest expectation, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to bless 
the nations of the earth, and especialiy those 
suffering from cruel warfare in Europe. 
Ask for patience and care forall who are 
wounded and suffering. Pray for the 
widows and orphans of soldiers. Pray for 
rulers and leaders, that they may know and 
do Goidt’s will, 


Sat. 2 Cor. 4:7-18. Waiting Thing’ Eternal. 
The man with eternity in his soul is not 
worried about the occasional disturbances 
| which arise, any more than the eagle worries 
how he may cross the rivers, ‘* The light 
affliction is but for a moment,’’ but the 
‘‘eternal weight of glory’? is ahead. The 
} eternal things may be our possession in the 
| daily use of life’s faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the Pres- 
ident of the United States and his family, 
who so recently have been bereaved. The 
| sorrow and loneliness of life are not quick/y 
| overcome. Pray for him tn his official life 
lof responsibility. Pray for the members of 
his cabinet, for the Senate and Louse of 
Representatives, for governors and judges, 
and all officia fs. 

Sun.—1 Pet. 1 : 13-23. 
Watching in Hope and Faith. 

The mind has much to do with our spirit- 
ual condition, for we are to bring our thoughts 


Doing God’s wiilis eternity’s 
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The time is now here to 
prepare for a successful 


ally 
Day 


We will send you for exami- 
nation a selection of services, 
to be returned within fifteen 
days. (Remit 5 cents a copy 
for any you retain.) This offer 
does not apply to cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, recitation book, etc. 











For services, cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, and recitations pub- 
lished by Hall-Mack, Lorenz, 
Tullar-Meredith, Hood, Jude- 
finds, Geibel, Praise Publish- 
ing Company, and all others, 
consult us. 


An illustrated circular listing 
the newest supplies for Rally 
Day will be sent upon request. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, September 13, 1914 
What is a Good Education? (Prov. 1: 
1-9, 20-33). School and college 
meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Knowledge (Dan. 1 : 8-17). 
‘lvES.—Practical capability (Acts 20 : 33- 


38). 
WED. —Bible-knowledge (Psa. 119 : 1-8). 
‘THuks. — Wisdom (Prov. 9 : 1-12). 
¥RI.—Good sense (Isa. 28 : 23-29). 
Sa’r.—Aspiration (Phil. 3 : 7-14). 
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into subjection to the law of Christ. Paul 
said, *‘ I have lived in all good conscience 
before God until this day.’’ His mind was | 
a watchful, faith-filled mind. He wrote to! 
the Philippians, ‘* Whatsoever things are | 
true, honest, just, pure, lovely, reputable, 
virtuous, and praiseworthy, think on these 
things.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to keep 
your mind pure, true, and happy. Destroy 
the Evil One by conquering wrong thoughts 
when they first arise. Ask God to help you 
be pure in thought-life that act-life may fol- 
low. Pray for others who are liable to 
tempt you. Ask that you may lift them to 
higher thoughts. Not only pray for them, 
but pray for opportunities to pray with them, 


% 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


41. Who fought his first and last battles with 
a giant ? 

42. Who stood between the living and the 
dead and stayed a great plague? 

43. When did a dry stick bud and tlossom 
and bear nuts ? 

44. Who were made to drink gold after com- 
mitting a great sin ? 

45. Where is the first mention made of any | 
of the angels in the Bible? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


There has been some question among readers of | 
The Sunday Schvol ‘limes concerning the answer | 
given to question No. 3, which appeared in the ‘limes 
of July 4, 1914, “ Who sang the Song of the Sword ?”’ 
The answer, published the following week, referred 
it to the words of Lamech in Genesis 4 : 23, 24, as hav- 
iug been sung “‘ after he had forged the first sword.’ | 
Commentators have called this ‘‘ Lamech’s Sword ' 
Song,” or “the sword-lay.” The published answer 
was evidently in error in referring the making of the | 
first sword to Lamech, as common understanding | 
credits this to Tubal-cain, the son of Lamech (Gene- | 
sis 4:22). Dr. John D. Davis says in his | 
Dictionary that Lamech’s words were ‘“‘a song of 
exultation on the invention of the sword by his son IG 
Tubal-cain.’ 


36. Rahab and her family (Josh. 2 : 18). 

37. Othniel won the daughter of Caleb by | 
capturing the city ‘of Kiriath- sepher | 
(Josh. 15 : 17). | 

38. Dagon fell prostrate before the ark of 
God (1 Sam. 5 : 4). 

39. Miriam (Num, 12: 10, 14). 
40. The serpent and the ass (Gen. 3:1; 
Num, 22 : 28). 








What has the school ofexperience taught us ? 
What use do we make ofthe things we learn ? 
What is our aim in acquiring knowledge ? 


ANY well educated men have never 
been at college or university. If we 
read back over our national history we 

will find that some of our shrewdest, most 
useful men did not enjoy the advantages of 
much formal schooling. ‘They had read 
widely and had remembered what they read. 
They had learned to think carefully and ex- 
actly. They knew life and men. Such men 
were all the stronger for having had to con- 
quer single-handed the difficulties in their 
way. Some years ago I] saw the diary which 
one such man had kept while teaching a coun- 
try school in his teens in order to save money 
to study law. It was full of the best quotations 
from the best English writers which he read 


)at night in the farm house where he lodged. 


= 
Education must not be identified, accord- 
ingly, with the mere fact of going to school 
and college. Many men have been gradu- 


men. Their inner capacities have not been 
drawn out. They have not been taught to 
think. ‘They have not acquired taste for the 
best things. They have no adequate stock 
of useful knowledge. 
fishly and efficiently useful, 
which they have not are the marks of an edu- 
cated man. 
= 
It is remarkable that many intelligent peo- 
ple even go through the world and never see 
many of the things that are right under their 
eyes. They must often form judgments which 
require a knowledge of things and of facts 
which they do not possess but which they 
could have easily acquired simply by opening 
their eves as they lived. 
The education by books is within the reach 
of everybody to-day. More than five hun- 





, Less Meat 
Advice of Family Physician 


Formerly people thought meat neces- 
—_ for strength and muscular vigor. 


he man who worked hard was sup- | 
posed to require meat two or three times | 


aday. Science has found out differently. 

It is now a common thing for the 
family plrysician to order less meat, as 
in the following letter from a New York 
man: 

‘‘I had suffered for years with dys- 
pepsia and nervousness. My physician 
advised me to eat less meat and greasy 
foods generally. I tried several things 
to take the place of my usual breakfast 
of chops, fried potatoes, etc., but got no 
relief until I tried Grape-Nuts food. 

‘After using Grape-Nuts for the cereal 
part of my meals fortwo years, I am 
now a well man. Grape-Nuts benefited 
my health far more than the medicine I 
had taken before. 

‘*My wife and children are healthier 
than they had been for years, and we are 
a very happy family, largely due to 

Grape-Nuts. 

‘* We have been so much benefited by 
Grape-Nuts that it w ould be ungrateful 
not to acknowledge it.’ 

Name given by Postum Co., 
Creek, Mich. Read **’The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘* There’s a Reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


Battle 


| ated from college who are very ill educated | 
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TO SECURE A BANNER ATTENDANCE 





SEND FIVE CENTS FOR COMPLETE SAMPL 
AND EXAMINE ARTICLES BEFORE WEDEAGRS | 











Bookmarks 
No. 106, Betsy 
Ross Mouse. 
No.107. ‘*Spir- 
it of ’ 76. 


No.109. Amer- 
ican Flag. 





Price of Book- 
marks, 4 cents 
each, 40 cents 
a doz., or $3.00 
a 100, postpaid, 








No. 109 

















Form 8 Printed—Form 9 Plain 


Rally Day Postcards 


A Real Rally Day Novelty 


A new invitation in the form of a tag with a 
key atts ae ae An aqtete —~ ay | door 
, 18 reproduce in colors on the tag ana con- 

(Lithographed in’Colors) : ads pay invitation to the Rally Day services. 

For the use of superintendents and teachers in their Price, $2.50 « 100, or $11.00 for 500, post- 
efforts to increase the attendance and secure new mem- paid 
bers. Price, cents a 100, or $2.75 for 500, post- ‘Tags without keys, price $1.2 
paid. Assorted if desired.) $5.50 for 500, postpai 


Celluloid Buttons 


No.1. Crossed Flag with 
Pe: ue Rally Day.” 


300, Or 























| phasis on education as the capacity for useful- 


They are not unsel- | 
These things | 


| dred different volumes of the workl’s best | 
| books 


= 









Cc ICATION WITH No.4. C sesaeel blag g with- 
ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD out words * Rally Day.’ 
OPTICES EVERY CITY AND TOWN No.6. Jetsy Ross House. 

No. 7. ** Spirit of '76.” 

No.g. Amer. Flag Hutton. 

No. 10. Amer. Flag with- 
out words ‘*Rally Day. "a 

Price of Buttons, 20 cts. 
a doz.,or $1.50 a 100, post- 
paid. ( Assorted if desired. ) 


Rally DayWatch Fob 


Of oxidized silver with 
celluloid lithographed cen- 
ter and leather strap. 














Night Leiters, 
with Night Letter Envelopes to jMatch 


Use Night Letters in sending your Rally Day 
Invitations. jlanks with or without printed No. A. With words 
message. Price, 80 cents a 100, or $3.75 for svc, | .. Rail Da 
postpaid. BB Without Rally 


Night Letter Delivery Sheets Day sail 


Price, per pad of 10 sheets, 10 cents, postpaid. 2 for 25 cents, postpaid. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Ch 509 S. Wabash -, Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. 
Nashville, 415 Church St, t. Louis, 313 N. — St. 
San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. Pittsburgh, m4 Fulton Buildin 


A_ SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE, OF CULTURE, 
Hg OF MISSIONS, or PRAYER AND 
S. Men and women who desire to unite studies 
py =, under the influence of distinguished leaders, 


with the most earnest religious spirit, are cordially and freely 


Address Dean Nathan R. Wood, The Gordon School, Boston, Mass. 
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welcome. Interdenominational. 








are now available in ** Everyman’s Li- 
brary,’’ for the price of thirty-five cents each, 
Any young man or woman who wants to buy 
and read good books should get the cata- 
logue of the ‘* Everyman’s Library’’ from 
E. P. Dutton & Co., New York City. 
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Children at Home 








The Big Back Yard 
By Clara H. Davidson 


In our day there is a very wholesome em- 

HERE were no apple nor pear trees in 

Molly’s back yard, but Molly liked it, 

for the back yard was the whole great 

Gulf of Mexico and a narrow stretch of 
beautiful white sand, 

Molly and Cousin Phyllis, and Molly’s 
three-year-old brother ‘Teddy all loved to 
get on their bathing suits and then run down 
the back way to the shore, where you could 
wade in the shallow water and splash all you 
pleased, or hunt shells on the smooth white 
' beach, 

But there was one thing that mother had 
told them they must not do, and that was to 
go in wading when no older member of the 
family was near them. Of course it was no 
use to tell Teddy anything, for he forgot 
so soon, but Molly and Phyllis were eight, 
and old enough to remember, and mother 
depended upon them until one day,—well ! 
that was a sorry day for them all. 

It was a warm morning, even though the 
| sun was under a cloud, and the older people 

were resting on the shady porch, all except 
father, who “had gone fishing. But the chil- 
dren coaxed to go down by the water and 

The important thing is not the teacher. It , play on its ‘‘ white ribbon edge,’’ as Phyilis 
is the education. The self-educated man is | called the beach. Mother said, ‘* Perisaps it 
no better or worse off than the man whom | will be cooler down there, but be sure 
some one else educated if they are educated | and watch ‘eddy, little daughter.’? And 
equally well, Molly, proud to be trusted, took his fat little 

The best education—*“ Ye yourselves are | hand in hers as they all ran down to the 
taught of God.’’ y beach. 

‘The worst education—*‘ Ever learning, and | Molly had been hearing father read about 
never able to come to the knowledge of the | the Panama Cana! : ** Let’s build one,’’ she 
truth.”’ ( Continued on next page) 





ness. The good man must be good for some- 
thing. Education as personal culture or 
mere knowledge is not deemed real education. 
It must be ruled by conscience and be avail- 
able for service. And we are not tothink in 
narrow interpretative lines, There are ser- 
vices like Abbey’s pictures of the Knights of 
King Arthur in the Boston Public Library 
and Meunier’s Monument to Labor at Brus- 
sels. And there are services such as good 
cooking in the home and good plowing on 
the farm and good bookkeeping in the office. 
And men and women should be educated for | 
all these tasks, 

% 


The education most worth having is the 
kind that has to be worked for, Andasarule 
the harder the work the more worth while 
the reward of it. 

Mark Twain said a cauliflower was a cab- 
bage with a college education, But this is 
not always the effect. 

A good education involves the ability to for- 
get many things. 

















You need'an effective 
dependable liniment and 
germicide in your home, 
Safety demands that it 
shall be harmless. 
Absorbine, Jr., isa germ- 


icide-liniment that combines safety with pst 
—it is made of herbs, contains no minerals and ts 
non-destructive of tissue. 


AbsorbineJ 


THe ANTI SEPTIC LINIMENT 





is safe to use anywhere smallest 
member of the family. 

Applied to cuts, wounds and bruises, it kills 
the germs, makes the wound aseptic and promotes 
rapid he aling . 

Use Ab orbine, 
ment or a sate, 


even by the 


Jr., wherever a high-grade lini- 
powerful germicide is indicated. 


To allay pain; to reduce sprains, wrenches, 
swollen veins or glands, wens, soft bunches. 


To heal cuts, bruises, sores, and ulcers. 
‘To spray the throat if sore or infected. 
$1.00 and $2.00 per botile 


at druggists or postpaid. 
A Liberal Trial Bottle eccipt or eee a tangy, 


W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F. 
291 Temple St., - - Springfield, Mass. 














Married! 


Rally Day 4»> Promotion Day’ 


Many new and catchy Helps to make it a great and 
harpy day. Send so cents tor big bunch of samples, 
which you can either return or pay for, as you please. 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


BALLY DAY, SERVICES 


unusual merit 1 be sent to 
Pastors or S. S. oun serintendents F" 


Tullar-Meredith 265 W. 36th St., New RE 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 

ing and developing life, and of service to others, 

3866 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Quantity price, jocents. Send for a sample copy. 

The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 














& ome: WAKING, THE new PROFESSION. 





"is a 100-pp. il- 


istrated handbex ome study 
Domestic Sctence courses. yl o making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions, AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Homs Economics, so2 W. 6oth Sr., CurcaGo, ILL, 








INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Does your Church use this 

cleanly “Gutkes Seed for 
t uthts on tria 
COMMUNION Co. Bex S_ Lima, 


The Sunday School Cimes 


__ Philadelphia, August 29, 1914 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Keligious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Buiid- 
ing, Philadelphia. 
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#3 lay School Times is published 
we on following rates, for either old or 
ne z vers, in the United States and 
Ca ehese rates include postage: 
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= | separate addresses or in a pack- 
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per QR One covy, five years. $6.00. 


Free Co ies One free copy addi 
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for every ten copies paid for in a cinb at the 
$1.00 rate, 
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Children at Home 


(Continued from preceding page) 


said to Phyllis. and Phyllis agreed. So they 
| settled ‘Teddy down by a nice, soft pile of 
sand with his pail and little shovel, and then 
went to work on their canal. By and by 
‘Teddy grew tired of playing alone, He was 
hot, and down by the edge of the sand the 
| water looked cool, so he stood up and then 
trotted across the beach. He gurgled softly 
to himself as baby waves came up and played 
with his pink toes. They were such cool 
littie waves that he wanted to feel them on 
| his face and hands, so he stepped farther 
| down, and the glistening water patted his 
| chubby knees, Away out he could see a 
fine big wave with popcorn edges coming to 
meet him, ‘Teddy decided he would get 
some of that popcorn. A moment later there 
came a gasp and a wailing cry that reached 
the careless ears of two little girls, anda tiny 
boy was picked up bya big wave and carried 
helplessly away. 

Molly screamed wildly and ran toward the 
water, and Phyllis started toward the house, 
A man in a bathing-suit rushed past them 
and swam toward the drowning baby, and 
presently brought back a weak and white 
little Teddy on his arm, Ile held the baby 
up by his feet, and rolled him and worked 
with him ; and when mother, pale and trem- 
bling, reached them, the man put Teddy into 
her arms, and smiled into her face and said, 
‘IT think the little fellow is all right now.”? 
Teddy proved it by opening his eyes wonder- 
ingly. 

That night when father came home and 
heard what had happened he said to mother, 
*¢] had always thought we could trust Molly 
to do what we told her, but now,’’— 

Molly was standing just outside the open 
door, and at father’s words her heart ached 
| so that she gave a little cry. Mother heard 
| 








it, and pushing the door farther open she 
took Molly in her arms, ‘* But now,’’ she 
finished the sentence for father, *‘ we will 
trust her more than ever, for she has learned 
a lesson.”’ 


| St. Perersnura, Fia,. 





From Dr. J. R.—Miller’s 
Personal Letters_ 











Selections from some fifty of the choicest of 
Dr. Miller's letters on soul problems are 
being published in the Times during 1914 


32. Paying the Debt of Love 


NE who is ready to serve others will 
always have abundant opportunities 


for such service. Love never gets its 


debts paid off. You know Paul exhorts us 
to owe no man anything but love. He im- 
plies that we never can pay off all love’s 
debts, or even if we do get them paid off at 
the close of some happy day, we shall find 
them waiting at our door in the morning, 
clamorous as ever. Of course, love is the 


| law of Chri-tian life We cannot be Christ- 
| like unless we do love. But, oh! is not love 
| tremendousiy costly sometimes ? 

| I preached last evening to the young peo- 
| ple on the kind of friend they should take 
| into their lives. Among other things I spoke 





| of the fact that in engaging to be one’s friend | 


we do not know what our engagement 
| means, what we covenant to do, what bur- 
dens to carry, what sufferings to endure, 
what patience may be required of us, what 
toil and care and bearing of loads. Never- 
theless, love must never flinch from paying 
the full price. I know that often people 
assert very strong friendship for others, and 
are sincere enough in their hearts at the 
time. But I have ofttimes seen these per- 
sons, when the demand for service came, 
flinch, unable to measure up to the standard 
of their own engagements. 

Yet do not understand 
plaining. There is no other life like that of 
love. Nothing brings us so much happiness 
as living for others, giving out our lives in 
sweet helpfulness, whatever the cost may be. 
So I congratulate you upon the opportunity 


that I 


you are having for self-denial and costly 
serving of others. You remember Jesus sa id 
that he who saveth his life loseth it, while 


he who loseth his life for the Master’s sake 
saves it. That is, the onlv wav to 
lives, to make them grow 
reach up into strength, is to 
empty them, to sacrifice them 


i ways we may be called 


save our 
auty, to 
them out, 
into whatever 
upon to do. 


mto be 


give 


am com- | 


(Lesson for Sept. 13) AUG. 


29, 1914 





HEN day after day you have 

felt yourstrength slowly ebb- 
ing—and day by day grown more 
discouraged at your failure to get 
relief from “tonics” and “bracers” 
—it is but natural that you look 
with scepticism upon Sanatogen’s 
claims, and ask yourself—“Will it 
really give me back my strength?” 


Fine words can never convince you 
—but what of the overwhelming 
fact that lies back of Sanatogen— 
the written commendation of over 
21,000 physicians? 


Any of them—al/ of them—would 
doubtless tell you that Sanatogen 
can help you—willhelp you. For 
already they have written us how, 

watching case after case, they know 
that Sanatogen rebuilds impover- 





Over 21,000 Physicians would 


answer “Yes” 


ished nerve cells, enriches the blooa, 
regenerates digestion and uplifts 
and re-enforces the entire system. 


And when with that you couple 
the grateful testimony of the hosts 
of people who have received a new 
joy in living from Sanatogen’s 
beneficial aid, the conclusion is 
inevitable—Sanatogen will give 
you back your strength! 


Sanatogen is sold by good drug- 
gists everywhere in three sizes, 
from $1.00 up. 





The Right Reverendthe | 
Bishop of Southampton, -mnites : 

*‘It gives me pleasure to bear my 
testimony to the value of Sanato- 
gen as an invigorating tonic and 
restorative. It is undoubtedly 
beneficial.’” 








Grand Prize International Congress of Medicine, London, 1913 
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for ‘*Nerve Health Regained PF mma handsomely illustrated booklet. 


of health, the scientific ‘*‘ HOW ” 
cian’s point of view, 
a reminder to address 


THE 


2,000 PHYSICIANS 





The basic facts 


and ‘* WHY ”’ of Sanatogen, told here from the physi- 
are as remé arkab! e as they are convince ing g. 


BAUER CIIEMICAL CO., 


It is free. Tear this off as 
26— G Irving Place, New York. 











that flinches at calls for self-denial, he that 
withdraws himself and holds back his life 
from pain and cost at love’s demands, is 
losing that which he thinks he is saving. 

I am sure that God will answer your 
prayers, making you brave and keeping you 
sweet and patient in all the experiences 
throngh which you are called to pass. ‘The 
Master never leads us anywhere without 
making provision for us. He never asks us 
to do impossibilities. Of course he asks us 
to do many things that seem to us to be im- 
possibilities, that would be to human strength 
unhelped. But even these hardest things 
become easy when we meet them in Christ’s 
name, with ‘his hand upon our heads, with 
his strength in our hearts, You remember 
Augustine’s prayer which he used to make 
so often, ‘* Command what thou wilt, and 
give what thou commandest.’? We need 
not fear any commands which God gives to 
us, nor shrink from any duties which he as- 
signs to us, because we know that whenever 
he does thus lay upon us burdens too heavy 
for us to bear with our own feeble strength, 
he always means to give us what we need. 
I like Paul’s words, ‘* I can do all things in 
Christ who strengtheneth me. 

Regarding your share in the dials of 
others in their wedded lives, I understand 
your feeling. But, my dear child, the sweet- 
est happiness which we can get in this world 


He! comes from adding a little to the happiness 


of others. I know it is not easy when the 
hungry heart cries out for bread to see others 
eating to the full, when we cannot ourselves 
have even a crumb for our own hunger. 
dut, after all, we do get many crumbs—in- 
deed, the best bread is the bread from 
heaven, the bread of Christ’s love. Enter 
more and more deeply and fully into the love 
of Christ, and let that love fill your heart. I 
believe that God does not require us to crush 
or destroy anything in us that he has created. 
Buddha’s theory of life is that happiness 
will be reached by destroying the appetites 
and desires. Christ’s theory is that happi- 
ness comes in the satisfaction of these de- 
sires and yearnings, not, of course, in lower 
ways, butin the higher ways. If the Mas- 
ter has denied to you the earthly satisfaction 
your heart craves so ardently, be sure that 
he means you to find that satisfaction in the 
higher things. Open your heart to the 
divine jove. Spread your sails and catch 
the upper currents. 
You remember that phrase that is quoted 
often in these days: ‘‘ Practising the 
presence of God.’’ We all say we believe 
that God is with us all the time, that Christ 
is ever by our side, closer than the nearest 
friend. Let us practise this faith. Let us 
act as if it were true. This is a wonderful 
lesson if we can learnit. I give it to you 
to-day, hoping that it may have its help and 
blessing for you in your own life. 


so 








